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Her
biggest

case
Janis Puracal ’07 devoted

to freeing her brother from
Nicaraguan prison
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D e a n ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e

…to Establish Justice. 

This phrase begins the preamble to the U.S. Constitution. By leading with these words the 

framers demonstrated their understanding that the provision of justice is the foundation for 

any healthy and prosperous society.

It’s also a core part of who we are at Seattle University School of Law. It influences how we 

educate, the experiences we offer and the way we inspire our students and graduates to be 

leaders in their communities and stewards of change.

You’ll see evidence of it daily, through the work of our faculty, staff, students and alumni. I 

am inspired by the stories in this issue about the students and graduates who are devoting 

their lives to bettering the lives of others. They are working to right wrongs, to effect change, 

to establish justice. 

Our faculty members also share this ideal, as scholars publishing books and articles on wide-

ranging legal and social issues, and as mentors and teachers to our students.

New graduates from the Class of 2012 are up to the challenge as well. It’s exciting to hear 

about the opportunities that await them – from those who have secured jobs at top firms, to 

those who will be entering judicial clerkships or working for social justice agencies. We know 

some of our graduates are still looking for jobs, and we appreciate the many alumni leaders 

who serve as mentors and employers for our outstanding students.

Many of our current students have been engrossed in summer study abroad opportunities. 

Students are taking courses in Johannesburg and Guatemala and completing internships and 

externships in cities from Anchorage, Alaska, to Washington, D.C. and countries from Cam-

bodia to Costa Rica. We also welcomed a large contingent of our incoming class, who began 

their studies at the law school this summer. 

Even as summer has just begun, I’m already looking forward to welcoming the Class of 2015 in 

the fall. I encourage you to take the opportunity to get to know our fine students and gradu-

ates, and to reconnect with faculty and classmates at our events and programs. Our alumni 

are among our greatest assets, and we appreciate the many contributions you make to the law 

school. You can help us establish justice.

Enjoy the summer. 

Best, 

Mark C. Niles  

Dean and Professor of Law 
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T h e  b r i e f c a s e :  l a w  s c h o o l  n e w s

Andrew Jeung-Min Lee and Eben D. Allen are all smiles as they process out of Key Arena. They were among the 271 members of the Class of 2012 to receive 
their degrees May 12. Kathryn A. Kuhlenberg received the Dean’s Medal, and James Harlan Corning and Carrie M. Hobbs were honored as Faculty Scholars. 
Professor Chris Rideout gave the faculty address. Also, graduates who took part in the Pledge Pro Bono Program by volunteering were recognized. View a time-
lapse video of the ceremony and see more photos at www.law.seattleu.edu/x11769.xml. Photo by Marcus Donner.

Class of 2012

Legal Writing ranked No. 1; law school on the rise

Seattle University School of Law continues to rise in the overall rank-

ings released by U.S. News and World Report, and the Legal Writing 

Program is ranked No.1 in the country. The Part-Time Program and 

clinical program also were ranked among the best in the country in 

the 2013 edition of America’s Best Graduate Schools. 

“While these rankings are just one measure of success, we are grati-

fied to be recognized for the outstanding education we provide to a 

diverse body of students,” Dean Mark C. Niles said. “Our faculty mem-

bers are committed scholars and mentors to our students, providing 

a sound legal education and important skills training.” 

The Legal Writing Program is a model for law schools nationwide 

and has consistently been recognized as among the country’s best. 

Seattle University School of Law was one of the first law schools 

to establish a three-year legal writing curriculum, use the process 

approach to teaching legal research and writing, and have a full-time 

writing advisor.

The Part-Time Program ranked 13th in the country – the highest 

ranked evening program west of the Mississippi. It provides a com-

prehensive evening program designed for working professionals who 

want to earn a law degree while continuing to work full-time. 

The clinical program, run through the Ronald A. Peterson Law 

Clinic, is ranked 18th.. It provides students the opportunity to work 

on real cases in a variety of legal areas, ranging from international 

human rights to youth advocacy. The law school also remains among 

the most diverse in the country.
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Law school honors Laurel Oates with Holdych Award  

Seattle University School of Law has estab-

lished a new award in memory of Professor 

Emeritus Tom Holdych. The first recipient 

is Professor Laurel Oates. The award was 

announced as she stepped down as director 

of the law school’s acclaimed Legal Writing 

Program at the end of the academic year after 

28 years of outstanding leadership. She will 

continue teaching in the program. 

The Tom Holdych Award for Meritorious 

and Transformational Service honors an 

individual whose skill and dedication has 

resulted in institutional development that has 

advanced and enhanced the long-term stabil-

ity and reputation of the law school. It will be 

awarded periodically as merited. 

“I can think of no one more worthy of an 

award in Tom Holdych’s memory than Lau-

rel,” Dean Mark C. Niles said. “Tom was an 

integral part of building the School of Law. 

Laurel has played a significant role in further 

developing the law school.”

Oates is a cum laude graduate of Seattle University School of Law 

who returned to the school to teach legal writing in 1981, becom-

ing director of the program in 1984. The program she designed is 

consistently ranked as one of the country’s best. She also co-founded 

the Legal Writing Institute, which has 2,400 members in 20 countries 

who are interested in the effective teaching of legal writing. She has 

co-authored five books on legal writing. 

Longtime Associate Director Anne Enquist was named director of 

the program, and Mary Bowman is associate director. 

Professor Holdych, who died in April 2011, was a founding faculty 

member at the law school, taught the very first class on Sept. 5, 1972, 

and helped shape the law school into the success it is today. He taught 

thousands of students in contracts and commercial law and was often 

cited by alumni as their most memorable professor. An event is being 

planned in Tacoma in the fall to honor both Oates and Holdych. 

Conferences delve into pressing social justice issues 

Faculty from the law school organized conferences exploring issues 

related to race, injustice and the criminal justice system this spring. 

Professor Bob Chang organized the two-day Symposium on Racial 

Bias and the Criminal Justice System, which delved into the problems 
continued >

of racial bias with presentations by professors, lawyers and judges. 

Chang is co-chair of the statewide Task Force on Race and the Crimi-

nal Justice System, which is working to address racial disparity in 

Washington’s criminal justice system.

Associate Professor Natasha Martin brought together scholars from 

around the country to discuss the implications of the classic novel, 

“To Kill a Mockingbird,” more than 50 years after it was published. 

Topics included the spectacle of race on trial, the ethics of indigent 

defense, the moral accountability of lawyers and a character study of 

Atticus Finch as a role model for social justice.

The Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality hosted a 

major conference to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 

Ninth Circuit opinion in the Hirabayashi v. United States coram 

nobis case. Organized by Professor Lorraine Bannai, it celebrated the 

late Hirabayashi’s courage in resisting military orders that imposed 

curfews on Japanese Americans and ordered them to report for 

incarceration, and reflected on his 1943 Supreme Court case that 

upheld his convictions. 

Professor from Practice Bob Boruchowitz, director of the law 

school’s Defender Initiative, hosted the Second Annual Conference 

on Public Defense, which drew practicing attorneys and experts from 

around the country.

Foreclosure project helps homeowners

A new project through the Access to Justice Institute is helping dis-

tressed homeowners involved in foreclosure mediation. The law school 

received a $31,000 grant from the Attorney General’s Office to help 

fund the Foreclosure Mediation and Outreach Project.  

The project was designed to raise awareness about Washington’s 

new Foreclosure Fairness Act, which provides homeowners facing 

foreclosure the opportunity to pursue mediation with their lender..

A collaboration between ATJI and the Ronald A. Peterson Law Clinic, 

the program places law student volunteers as interns to assist attor-

neys representing homeowners in Pierce County, which has some of 

the state’s highest foreclosure rates.

Some student participants are in Professor Bryan Adamson’s Fore-

closure Mediation Practicum course, and others volunteer through 

ATJI.. 

“Given what is at stake at the mediation, distressed homeowners 

should have some representation or advocates assist them with the 

mediation,” Adamson said. “ 

Angeline Thomas ’11 is the attorney coordinator for the project. In 

the spring, she helped coordinate a free CLE for Pierce County lawyers 

and held a workshop to help homeowners in May. Student volunteers 

and pro bono attorneys served 22 homeowners at that session.

Professor Laurel Oates

Professor Emeritus 
Tom Holdych
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T h e  b r i e f c a s e :  l a w  s c h o o l  n e w s

Women’s Law Caucus honors U.S. Sen. Patty Murray  

The Women’s Law Caucus at Seattle University School of Law presented 

its 2012 Woman of the Year Award to U.S. Sen. Patty Murray. 

The first woman from Washington elected to the U.S. Senate, Mur-

ray has been a champion for women and families. She has spear-

headed efforts to close the pay gap, protect women in retirement, 

and increase access to child care. Murray helped write and pass the 

historic Violence Against Women Act of 1994 and helped reauthorize 

it in 2000 and 2005. 

During an inspiring speech, Murray recalled how a visit to the state 

Capitol to try to save a parenting program helped guide her into an 

unexpected life in politics. One male legislator told her she was just 

a “mom in tennis shoes,” who couldn’t make a difference.

She went on to serve on the Shoreline School Board and in the state 

Senate before becoming the first woman elected to the U.S. Senate 

in 1992 and now serves as chair of the Senate Transportation, Hous-

ing and Urban Development Appropriations subcommittee, which 

oversees the nation’s transportation and housing budget.

Murray, whose daughter, Sara, is a graduate of Seattle University 

School of Law and works as a public defender, said she appreciates 

the law school’s focus on social justice and empowering leaders. 

Legal Writing professors broaden their global reach

Faculty from the law school’s Legal Writing Program continue to 

expand their international presence, teaching legal writing skills to 

lawyers around the world. 

Professors Laurel Oates, Janet Dickson and Mimi Samuel trav-

eled to South Africa to organize a conference in conjunction with 

the University of Zululand. The conference was co-sponsored by 

APPEAL, an organization housed at the law school and devoted to 

collaborating with law programs in English-speaking African coun-

tries to develop their legal writing curricula and pedagogy. Dickson 

co-chaired the conference, Oates was the chair of the program com-

mittee, and Samuel is a co-president of APPEAL. The three professors 

presented a workshop on giving feedback on student work. 

Oates also spent two weeks in Herat, Afghanistan, providing Afghani 

law professors and students with an introduction to U.S. criminal 

and commercial law, and helping the professors develop their abil-

ity to do academic research and writing. She and Samuel conducted 

a week-long training session on skills training and clinical teaching 

methodology for the faculty of the Kenya School of Law in Nairobi, 

Kenya. They also direct the law school’s summer study abroad program 

in South Africa, which for the first time this year included practicing 

attorneys earning CLE credit along with law students. 

Sid DeLong named Oltman Professor

Professor Sid DeLong has been named the 

William C. Oltman Professor of Teaching 

Excellence at Seattle University School of 

Law for the 2012-13 and 2013-14 academic 

years. 

“Sid is an outstanding, demanding and 

beloved teacher, lending humor and expertise 

to his courses in Contracts, Commercial Law, 

Remedies, and Jurisprudence,” Dean Mark C. 

Niles said. 

DeLong joined the faculty in 1985. Before entering teaching, he 

practiced in Denver, Colorado for 11 years. He has published articles 

in the Wisconsin Law Review, the University of Pennsylvania Law 

Review, the Indiana Law Review, The San Diego Law Review and the 

University of Denver Law Review. His areas of published scholarship 

include contract theory, promissory estoppel, restitution, blackmail, 

and perjury, as well as a modest body of legal humor. He has received 

the annual Outstanding Faculty Award many times.

“Sid’s teaching combines great precision and real passion,” said 

Professor Jack Kirkwood, the associate dean for strategic planning 

and mission. “He’s exceptionally thoughtful and careful, but as he 

explains a concept, he literally warms to the subject, driving his points 

home with wit and enthusiasm.”  

DeLong will present a lecture to mark his installation during his 

first year in the professorship.

Sen. Patty Murray accepted the Woman of the Year award from Women’s Law 
Caucus Co-Presidents Hannah McDonald (left) and Stacie Naczelnik ’07

Professor Sid DeLong
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The professorship was created to honor excellence in teaching and 

is named for Professor William C. Oltman, who retired in 2008 after 

34 years.

Joaquin Avila receives Latino Amicus Award 

Joaquin Avila, director of the law school’s National Voting Rights 

Advocacy Initiative, was honored by the law school for his lifelong 

work to ensure fairness in voting. He received the Amicus Award at 

the Latina/o Community Awards Reception. 

Avila, a distinguished practitioner in residence at the law school, 

developed his passion for ensuring equal representation for minori-

ties while working for the Mexican American Legal Defense and 

Educational Fund in the 1970s in rural Texas.

His early work with MALDEF defined his career. Avila is a nation-

ally recognized expert on Latina/o voting rights. He spent many 

years filing actions challenging discriminatory at-large methods of 

elections, gerrymandered election districts, violations of the one-per-

son one-vote principle, and non-compliance with the federal Voting 

Rights Act of 1965.

He spearheaded various legislative efforts in California to make the 

electoral process more accessible to Latinas/os. His most significant 

accomplishment in the legislative arena was the passage of the 2001 

California State Voting Rights Act. This Act permits challenges to 

discriminatory at-large methods of elections in state courts without 

having to prove a host of evidentiary factors as required under the 

federal Voting Rights Act of 1965. This is the only state voting rights 

act in the nation.

Fellow will help formerly incarcerated mothers

Elizabeth Hendren ’12 was awarded the 2012 Leadership for Justice 

Fellowship to help mothers being released from prison rebuild their 

families through legal advocacy.

Hendren will work with the Northwest Justice Project in Seattle on 

the Reentry Initiated through Services and Education (RISE) Project, 

which she developed. RISE will provide legal advice through clinics, 

as well as direct representation, in the areas of family law, housing, 

and public benefits to formerly incarcerated mothers. RISE also will 

begin building a statewide network of support through strategic 

partnerships and increased community education about reentry. 

She developed RISE based on her experience working with women 

through other agencies during law school. 

During a summer internship with the Domestic Violence Unit of 

the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project), Hendren co-founded the 

Incarcerated Mothers Advocacy Project to provide legal education 

and information about family law issues to incarcerated and formerly 

incarcerated mothers in the state. Hendren sought to create RISE to 

address the multiple civil legal issues faced by this population and 

increase the education of and coordination between community 

partners, and in one location. 

Hendren has been committed to helping vulnerable and marginal-

ized individuals since high school. Her previous work with prisoners 

and people with criminal records made prison and reentry issues 

important to her before law school.

Seattle University School of Law is the only law school in the state 

to offer a post-graduate social justice fellowship.
Jennifer Davis ’09, president of the Latino/a Bar Association, congratulates 
Joaquin Avila on his award. Photo by Jennifer Richard. 

Elizabeth Hendren ’12, this year’s Leadership for Justice Fellow.
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T h i n k i n g  i t  t h r o u g h

By Lorraine Bannai

I
n the spring of 1942, Gordon Hirabayashi was a 24-year-old 

senior at the University of Washington when he defied military 

orders, issued by General John L. DeWitt pursuant to Roosevelt’s 

Executive Order 9066, subjecting him, along with over 110,000 

others of Japanese ancestry, to curfew and removal from the West 

Coast. Gordon resolved that he could not comply with either order. 

He, like 2/3rds of those ultimately 

incarcerated during World War II, 

was an American citizen by birth, 

and he felt, as a matter of principle, 

that he could not submit to injustice. 

He was convicted of violating the 

military orders and challenged their 

constitutionality to the U.S. Supreme 

Court, which, in 1943, held the curfew 

orders were justified by imminent mili-

tary necessity. A year and a half later, 

the Court relied almost wholly on its 

decision in Gordon’s case in deciding 

in Korematsu v. United States that the 

orders removing Japanese Americans 

from the West Coast were similarly jus-

tified by military necessity.

Forty years later, in 1983, Gordon, 

represented by a remarkable team of 

Seattle attorneys, reopened his case and 

won vacation of his conviction based 

on evidence that the government, while 

arguing his case before the Supreme Court 

during World War II, suppressed, altered, 

and destroyed material evidence bearing on the issue of military 

necessity.

We learned with sadness of Gordon’s passing on January 2 of this 

year and recently received the wonderful news that he will receive the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom. He was a native son, raised in Auburn, 

Washington. He took a courageous stand during World War II and, 

years later in reopening his case, aided in vindicating the Japanese 

American community. On a broader level, Gordon spoke for all of us 

Gordon Hirabayashi: What the college student, 
client, and professor taught us about seeking justice

in seeking to hold this country to its promise of equality. As he said 

in later years, “I never looked at my case as just my own, or just as a 

Japanese American case. It is an American case, with principles that 

affect the fundamental rights of all Americans.”

He and the cases he pursued, both in the 1940s and 1980s, have left us 

many lessons. After his World War II case, he spent most of his career 

as a sociology professor at the University of 

Alberta, and it seems only right to reflect on 

what he’s taught us through his life. First 

and foremost, we can only be inspired by 

his resolve to act on his principles at such 

a young age. It is sometimes easy for us, as 

lawyers, to forget about the litigants behind 

the cases we read and argue, and how 

they, just as much as counsel and judges, 

animate the quest for justice. In 1942, on 

the day after he was required to submit 

to military authorities, Gordon went to 

the FBI office in Seattle, accompanied by 

his lawyer and friend, Arthur Barnett. He 

handed the agent who met him his four-

page statement explaining his refusal to 

report for incarceration:

“This order for the mass evacua-

tion of all persons of Japanese descent 

denies them the right to live. It forces 

thousands of energetic, law-abiding 

individuals to exist in a miserable 

psychological and a horrible physical 

atmosphere. Hope for the future is exterminated. 

Human personalities are poisoned.” 

If I were to register and cooperate under those circumstances, I 

would be giving helpless consent to the denial of practically all of the 

things which give me incentive to live. I must maintain my Christian 

principles.  

I consider it my duty to maintain democratic standards for which this 

nation lives. Therefore, I must refuse this order for evacuation.”

That purity of resolve carried Gordon through his loss before 
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the Supreme Court; he knew that the incarceration of Japanese 

Americans was wrong and never wavered in that belief. Judge Mary 

Schroeder, who authored the Ninth Circuit opinion later vacating 

Gordon’s convictions, stated it well: “Gordon Hirabayashi’s legacy is 

his extraordinary courage to stand up for his beliefs about our nation 

and its constitution.”  

The WWII Supreme Court’s abdication of its role as a check on 
excessive government action provides us other lessons that continue 
to resonate in today’s post-9/11 environment. In deciding Gordon’s 
case in 1943, the Supreme Court affirmed the government’s power 
to curtail civil liberties in the face of perceived military necessity. A 
unanimous Court upheld the curfew orders issued against Japanese 
Americans, essentially stating that it had no role in questioning the 
military judgment. Despite its deference, the Court went on to evaluate 
what it termed “all the facts and circumstances” to determine whether 
there was any “substantial basis” for the conclusion that the curfew 
was justified by military necessity. What the Court deemed “facts,” 
however, were hardly “facts” at all. Instead, the Court adopted the 
government’s arguments that the proximity of Japanese Americans 
to strategic installations and their “racial characteristics” justified 
the military’s actions against them.   

Of particular significance to us in the bar is what Gordon’s case 
teaches about lawyers—both lawyers who fail in their ethical duties 
and lawyers who embody the best in the profession. There were the 
lawyers who prosecuted his case during World War II. Through his 
coram nobis case, Gordon and his legal team established that military 
officials and government lawyers lied to the Supreme Court while 
arguing his case before the Court. For example, Department of Jus-
tice attorneys had reports from the FCC, FBI, and Office of Naval 
Intelligence refuting DeWitt’s claims of military necessity. DOJ 
attorney Edward Ennis warned Solicitor General Charles Fahy that 
the government’s failure to advise the Court of the existence of the 
ONI report “might approximate the suppression of evidence,” but 
the report was never given to the Court.  

On the flip side is the story of the lawyers—including Rod Kawakami 
and Kathryn Bannai (team leaders), Michael Leong, Benson Wong, 
Camden Hall, Gary Iwamoto, Daniel Ichinaga, Jeffrey Beaver, Karen 
Narasaki, Roger Shimizu, Diane Narasaki, Nettie Alvarez, Richard 
Ralston, Craig Kobayashi, Jerry Nagae, Sharon Sakamoto ’84, and 
Arthur Barnett—who stood beside Gordon during World War II and in 
reopening his case in 1983. Most of the members of Gordon’s coram 
nobis legal team were young and just starting out in their careers. 
Many were Japanese Americans whose parents were incarcerated 
during the war. All took time away from their practices to vindicate 
Gordon and the principles he stood for on a pro bono basis. This 

team of talented, dedi-
cated attorneys took 
Gordon’s case from its 
filing in 1983, through 
a  ful l  evident iary 
hearing and ultimate 
appeal to the Ninth 
Circuit, resulting in 
the vacation of both 
of Gordon’s wartime 
convictions in 1988.

In the end, the most 
important thing that 
Gordon has taught us 
is the need for vigilance. He explained, “As fine a document as the 
Constitution is, it is nothing but a scrap of paper if citizens are not 
willing to defend it.” Gordon understood the rights and privileges of 
citizenship, but he also took seriously the obligations of citizenship, 
and one of those obligations was to speak out against injustice. He 
knew that the work of ensuring justice continues. Racial stereotypes 
and profiling of the kind that Gordon fought still exist, and we further 
his legacy when we call them out when we see them. In 2009, for 
example, the Korematsu Center, joined by the Asian Bar Association 
of Washington and the South Asian Bar Association of Washington, 
submitted an amicus brief to Division III in the case of Turner v. Stime, 
arguing that a new trial was warranted when, during deliberations, 
jurors in a medical malpractice case made racially derogatory com-
ments in reference to the plaintiff’s Japanese American attorney. In 
October 2011, it filed, with others, an amicus brief in the appeal of 
In re Marriage of Katare, arguing against the use of profiles based 
on national origin in a child custody matter.

These are but two examples of the ways in which racial prejudice 
and stereotyping can manifest themselves in our justice system. In 
speaking out against prejudice wherever it arises, we’ll show Gordon 
that we’ve learned the lessons he tried to teach.  

Lorraine Bannai is a Professor of Legal Skills and Director of the Fred 

T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality at Seattle University School 

of Law. She served on the legal team that represented Fred Korematsu 

in successfully vacating his WWII conviction. She organized a major 

conference at the law school in February marking the 25th anniversary 

of the Hirabayashi case. Korematsu Student Fellow Ethan Kutinsky 

contributed to this article. This originally appeared in the Washington 

State Bar News. 
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A s s o c i a te  Pro f e s s o r 

Deborah Ahrens’s arti-

cle “Schools, Cyberbul-

lies, and the Surveillance 

State” was accepted for 

publication by the Ameri-

can Criminal Law Review.

Janet Ainsworth , the 

John D. Eshelman Profes-

sor, published numerous 

articles, including “The 

Meaning of Silence in the 

Right to Remain Silent” in 

The Oxford Handbook of Language and the 

Law; “The Construction of Admissions of 

Fault through American Rules of Evidence: 

Speech, Silence and Significance in the Legal 

Creation of Liability” in Exploring Court-

room Discourse: The Language of Power 

and Control; “Review of Roger Shuy, The 

Language of Defamation” in the International 

Journal for the Semiotics of Law; “The Per-

formance of Gender as Reflected in American 

Evidence Rules: Language, Power, and the 

Legal Construction of Liability,” in Gender 

and Language; “The Vanishing Right to 

Remain Silent in American Police Interroga-

tion: A Linguistics Based Critique,” “Current 

Issues in the Law: Language and Law,” and 

“Reflections on my Colleague, Tom Holdych” 

in the Seattle University Law Review. 

As s o c i a te  Pro f e s s o r 

Thomas Antkowiak con-

tributed a chapter to a 

book on the American 

Convention on Human 

Rights, to be published by 

the Konrad Adenauer Foundation. He was 

invited to an author’s symposium in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, where he also presented his 

work at a public event at the University of 

Buenos Aires.

Professor of Lawyering 

Skills Lorraine Bannai, 

director of the Fred T. 

Korematsu Center for 

Law and Equality, testi-

fied before the Senate 

Judiciary Committee on the Due Process 

Guarantee Act, legislation introduced in 

response to the provisions of the National 

Defense Authorization Act that could be 

used to authorize the indefinite military 

detention of individuals suspected of ter-

rorist activities.  

Professor Steven Bender’s 

book, “Run for the Border: 

Vice and Virtue in U.S.-

Mexico Border Crossings,” 

was published. His essay on 

International Drug Wars 

was approved for inclusion in the forth-

coming “Oxford Encyclopedia of Latinos 

and Latinas in Contemporary Politics, Law, 

and Social Movements.” Also, he submitted 

an article, “En Paz Descanse: Remembering 

Keith Aoki’s Contributions Toward Latina/o 

Equality,” and an introduction he co-wrote, 

“Unbound by Law: Keith Aoki as Our Avatar,” 

to the Oregon Law Review.

Professor Emeritus Marilyn Berger won the 

Directors’ Choice award for her documentary 

“Out of the Ashes: 9/11” at the Gig Har-

bor Film Festival. She has 

been presenting the docu-

mentary at law schools 

throughout the country. 

Professor from Practice 

Rober t  Bor uchow itz 

spoke at two sessions at 

the National Legal Aid 

and Defender Associa-

tion Centennial Confer-

ence in Washington, D.C.: “Using Defender 

Standards: Reviewing the Washington 

Experience in a National Context” and 

“Right to Counsel in Misdemeanors – How 

to Implement Argersinger and Shelton.” 

He also spoke on “Caseload Standards and 

Ethics Opinions-Strategies for Coping and 

Obtaining Funding” at a National Defender 

Training presented by the American Bar 

Association. 

Associate Professor of Law-

yering Skills Deirdre Bow-

en’s article “Calling Your 

Bluff: How Defense Attor-

neys Adapt to Increased 

Formalization in Plea Bar-

gaining,” previously published in Justice 

Quarterly, was included in the anthology 

“Voices from Criminal Justice. She also wrote 

two book chapters,  “Visibly Invisible” in 

“Presumed Incompetent: The Intersections 

of Class & Race for Women in Academia and 

“Going Beyond the Casebook in the Family 

Law Classroom” in “Vulnerable Popula-

tions and Transformative Law Teaching: A 

A b o v e  t h e  b a r :  f a c u l t y  a c h i e v e m e n t s

Seattle University School of Law is proud of its distinguished faculty and grateful for our professors’ many 

scholarly pursuits and contributions to the legal and greater community.  Here is a sampling of the numerous 

accomplishments of our faculty members this academic year. 
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continued >

Critical Reader. Her article, “American Skin: 

Dispensing with Colorblindness and Critical 

Mass,” will be published in the Pittsburgh 

Law Review.

Associate Professor of 

Lawyering Skills Mary 

Bowman’s article “Engag-

ing First-Year Students 

Through Pro Bono Col-

laborations in Legal Writ-

ing” was accepted for publication in the 

Journal of Legal Education. Also, she was 

elected to the Executive Committee for the 

AALS Section on Legal Writing, Reasoning, 

and Research.

P r o f e s s o r  E m e r i t u s 

Melinda Branscomb, who 

was named “Outstanding 

Contributor to the Field of 

Mediation” by the Wash-

ington Mediation Associa-

tion, published a book, “Mediation, Mediation 

Advocacy, and Collaborative Law.” 

Associate Professor Lisa 

Brodoff, director of the 

Ronald A. Peterson Law 

Clinic, was selected as a 

manuscript peer reviewer 

for the Social Service 

Review, the journal for the School of Social 

Service Administration at the University of 

Chicago.

Visiting Assistant Pro-

fessor Patrick Brown’s 

essay on the implica-

tions for social justice of 

the thought of the Jesu-

its Daniel Berrigan and 

Bernard Lonergan was published in “Faith, 

Resistance, and the Future: Daniel Berrigan’s 

Challenge to Catholic Social Thought.”

Professor Robert Chang, 

executive director of the 

Korematsu Center, com-

pleted two pieces, “Cen-

tering the Immigrant in 

the Inter/National Imagi-

nation (Part III): Aoki, Rawls, and Immi-

gration” in the Oregon Law Review, and 

“Analyzing Stops, Citations, and Searches in 

Washington and Beyond” in the Seattle Law 

Review. His presentation from a conference 

at Pace Law School last year was just pub-

lished as “What Comes After Gender?” in the 

Pace Law Review. He also led the Research 

Working Group of the Task Force on Race 

and the Criminal Justice System in publish-

ing its “Preliminary Report on Race and 

Washington’s Criminal Justice System” in the 

Seattle University Law Review, Washington 

Law Review, and Gonzaga Law Review. 

Electronic Services Librar-

ian Tina Ching co-authored 

“Protecting Access One 

Entry At a Time: An Update 

on the National Inventory 

of Legal Materials” for Vox-

PopuLII, published by the Legal Informa-

tion Institute (LII) at Cornell University 

Law School. 

Assistant Professor Brooke 

Coleman’s article “Van-

ishing Plaintiff” was pub-

lished in the Seton Hall 

Law Review. Her essay 

“What If?: A Study of Semi-

nal Cases as if Decided in a Twombly/Iqbal 

Regime” was published in the University 

of Oregon’s Symposium Edition honoring 

Arthur Miller. Her essay “Summary Judgment: 

What We Think We Know Versus What We 

Ought to Know” was published in the Loyola 

Law Journal, part of a symposium issue spon-

sored by the Seattle University School of Law, 

and her short essay “Lassiter v. Department of 

Social Services: Why Is it Such a Lousy Case?” 

was published in the Nevada Law Review.  

University Professor Rich-

ard Delgado received the 

2012 Derrick Bell Legacy 

award from the Critical 

Race Theory in Education 

Association. He also had 

a number of articles published, including 

“Transcendence: Conservative Wealth and 

Intergenerational Succession” in the UCLA 

Law Review Discourse; “Recent Writing on 

Law and Happiness” in Iowa Law Review; 

“Centennial Reflections on California Law 

Review’s Scholarship on Race: The Structure 

of Civil Rights Thought” in the California 

Law Review; and “Critical Legal Theory” in 

Oxford Encyclopedia of American Political 

and Legal History. 

Associate Professor of Law-

yering Skills Janet Dick-

son published “Persuasion 

in Statutory Analysis” in 

BAHÇEEHIR University 

Faculty Law Journal.

Associate Professor of Law-

yering Skills Gillian Dut-

ton was a consultant on the 

ABA-adopted Standards 

for Language Access in 

Courts, a comprehensive 

description of requirements and best prac-

tices in providing access to Limited English 

Proficient (LEP) litigants.

Professor John Eason was 

invited to be a commenta-

tor at the fall 2012 confer-

ence of the National Center 

on Philanthropy and the 

Law at NYU Law School.
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Professor Lily Kahng’s arti-

cle “Costly Mistakes: Un-

dertaxed Business Owners 

and Overtaxed Work-

ers” (co-authored with 

Mary Louise Fellows) was 

accepted for publication in the George Wash-

ington Law Review. She presented the article 

at the Loyola LA Tax Policy Colloquium.

Associate Professor Won 

Kidane’s  book “China-

Africa Dispute Settlement” 

was released. 

Professor John Kirkwood, 

associate dean for Stra-

tegic Planning and Mis-

sion, published his article 

“The Predictive Power of 

Merger Enforcement” in 

“The Antitrust Bulletin” as part of a sym-

posium on prediction in antitrust. He also 

had his article “Powerful Buyers and Merger 

Enforcement” accepted for publication by 

the Boston University Law Review and his 

essay “The Robinson-Patman Act and Con-

sumer Welfare: Has Volvo Reconciled Them?” 

accepted for publication by e-Competitions 

Bulletin. 

Professor Paula Lust-

bader, director of the Aca-

demic Resource Center, 

had her article “Teach in 

Context: Responding to 

Diverse Student Voices 

Helps All Students Learn” selected to be 

reprinted in Volume Two of the Legal Writ-

ing Institute’s Monograph Series, “The New 

Teacher’s Deskbook.” 

Dist inguished Indian 

Law Practitioner in Resi-

dence Eric Eberhard was 

elected Chair of the Board 

of Trustees of the Udall 

Foundation. He is in his 

second term on the Board of Trustees and has 

been Chair of the Board’s Committee on the 

Native Nations Institute since 2001. 

Professor of Lawyering 

Skills Anne Enquist, direc-

tor of the Legal Writing 

Program, had her article, 

“Unlocking the Secrets of 

Highly Successful Legal 

Writing Students” in St. John’s Law Review, 

selected to be reprinted in Volume Two of the 

Legal Writing Institute’s Monograph Series, 

“The New Teacher’s Deskbook.” Also selected 

was an article she and Professor of Lawyering 

Skills Lorraine Bannai coauthored, “Sailing 

Through Designing Memo Assignment.”

Thomas Fischer, a Senior 

Faculty Fellow with the 

Center for Global Justice, 

published “Legal Gridlock: 

A Critique of the American 

Legal System.” His review 

of Professor Dr. Robert Schutze’s book “From 

Dual to Cooperative Federalism” appeared in 

European Public Law. 

Reference Librarian Kerry 

Fitzgerald presented “On-

Line Research—Legal 

Research and Beyond” at 

the 2012 Forensics Round 

UP CLE sponsored by the 

King County Public Defenders Association. 

Assistant Professor Charlotte Garden’s 

article “Citizens, United and Citizens United: 

The Future of Labor Speech Rights?” was 

published in William and 

Mary Law Review. Also, 

her paper “Teaching for 

America: Educators’ Free 

Speech Rights In and Out 

of the Classroom” will be 

published in Toledo Law Review’s sympo-

sium issue on Public Sector Labor Law at 

the Crossroads.  

Professor Carmen G. 

Gonzalez published “The 

Global Food System, Envi-

ronmental Protection, 

and Human Rights” in 

Natural  Resources  & 

Environment. Her article “Genetically Modi-

fied Organisms and Justice: The Environmen-

tal Justice Implications of Biotechnology” 

was translated into Spanish and published 

in Revista Juridica Grado Cero, a law jour-

nal of the Mexican National Autonomous 

University. Her co-edited book “Presumed 

Incompetent: The Intersections of Race 

and Class for Women in Academia” will be 

released in June. She delivered presentations 

on her research at the annual meeting of 

the American Society for International Law, 

at Tulane Law School, at the University of 

Ottawa Faculty of Law, at U.C Davis School 

of Law, and at the University of Idaho College 

of Law. She completed her term as chair of 

the Environmental Law Section of the Asso-

ciation of American Law Schools and joined 

the Board of Trustees of Earthjustice. 

Associate Professor Chris-

tian Halliburton’s article 

“Race, Brain Science, and 

Critical Decision-Making 

in the Context of Consti-

tutional Criminal Pro-

cedure” will be published by Gonzaga Law 

Review as part of its Race and Criminal Jus-

tice in the West symposium issue. 

A b o v e  t h e  b a r :  f a c u l t y  a c h i e v e m e n t s
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Professor Tayyab Mahmud, 

director of the Center for 

Global Justice, was elected 

to the Executive Commit-

tee of the AALS Section on 

Law and South Asian Stud-

ies. His article “Debt and Discipline: Neo-

liberal Political Economy and the Working 

Classes” was accepted for publication as the 

lead article in the Kentucky Law Journal, and 

his article “Debt and Discipline” was accepted 

for publication by the American Quarterly, 

the peer-reviewed multidisciplinary journal 

of the American Studies Association. 

Professor from Practice John 

McKay delivered his paper 

“Un-Apologizing for Con-

text and Experience in Legal 

Education” at a symposium 

at Creighton Law School.

Professor John Mitchell’s 

article “Crimes of Misery 

and Theories of Punish-

ment” was accepted for 

publication in the New 

Criminal Law Review. He 

and Associate Professor Deborah Ahrens’s 

coauthored piece “Don’t Blame Crawford or 

Bryant; The Confrontation Clause Mess Is All 

Davis’s Fault” was accepted for publication 

by the Rutgers Law Record. 

Professor Laurel Oates 

had her article “Beating the 

Odds: Reading Strategies 

of Law Students Admit-

ted Through Alternative 

Admissions Programs” 

selected to be reprinted in Volume Two of the 

Legal Writing Institute’s Monograph Series, 

“The New Teacher’s Deskbook.” 

Pro f e s s o r  C a t h e r i n e 

O’Neill presented “Aspira-

tion or Assimilation: How 

the Clean Water Act’s 

Promise of  ‘Fishable’ 

Waters Fails the Fishing 

Tribes” at a conference at George Washington 

University Law School, which marked the 

40th anniversary of the Clean Water Act. 

Professor of  Lawyering 

Skills Christopher Ride-

out, associate director of 

the Legal Writing Program, 

presented a workshop, 

“Writing for Clarity and 

Cohesion,” for the Washington State Office 

of the Attorney General and presented a 

paper, “Voice, Self, and Tonal Cues in Legal 

Discourse,” at the annual convention of the 

Modern Language Association. He also wrote 

“Tom Holdych: A Tribute” in “In Memory of 

Professor Thomas J. Holdych” in the Seattle 

University Law Review. 

Professor  Julie Shap-

iro delivered a paper on 

“Conflict of  Laws and 

Multi-State Assisted Repro-

ductive Technology (ART) 

Arrangements” at the semi-

annual meeting of the American Academy of 

ART Attorneys in San Francisco.  

David Skover, the Fredric 

C. Tausend Professor, and 

his co-author Ron Collins, 

wrote “The Digital Path of 

the Law,” which was pub-

lished as the lead piece in 

“Legal Education in the Digital Age.” Also, 

their article “The Guardians of Knowledge in 

the Modern State: Post’s Republic & the First 

Amendment” was accepted for publication in 

University of Washington Law Review.

Pro f e s s o r  Ro n  S l ye ’s 

a r t i c l e  “A  L i m i t e d 

Amnesty? Insights from 

Cambodia” will be pub-

lished in the edited volume 

“Amnesty in the Age of 

Human Rights Accountability.” He spoke at 

a conference in Kampala, Uganda, sponsored 

by UN Women, the UN Office of the High 

Commissioner on Human Rights, and the 

Refugee Law Project, and spoke at a confer-

ence in Bujumbura, Burundi, sponsored by 

the American Friends Service Committee. 

Research Professor  Jean 

Stefancic and University 

Professor Richard Delgado 

published the second edi-

tion of their book “Critical 

Race Theory: An Introduc-

tion.” Their article “Keeping an Eye on Each 

Other” was published in “English Language 

Notes,” and they wrote essays in Academe and 

Progressive on the book-banning in Tucson, 

Ariz. They also were appointed to the edito-

rial board for “Handbook of Critical Race 

Theory in Education.”

Assistant Professor Jane 

Stoever’s article “Trans-

forming Domestic Vio-

lence Representation” 

was accepted for publi-

cation by the Kentucky 

Law Journal.

Distinguished Scholar in 

Residence  George Van 

Cleve’s review essay “Slav-

ery, the Rule of Law, and 

the Civil War” was pub-

lished in the University of 

Tulsa Law Review.
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Finally free 
International Human Rights Clinic secures release 

for man unjustly imprisoned in Mexico

F
ive years ago, Professor Tom Antkowiak was in south-

ern Mexico doing migrants’ rights work with a Mexican 

attorney, Ricardo Lagunes-Gasca, and human rights orga-

nizations when he first heard about the case of Ananías 

Laparra-Martínez.

Antkowiak learned that Chiapas police had illegally detained Lap-

arra-Martínez in 1999 and beat him severely. They tortured his 14-year 

old son in front of him and menaced his 16-year-old daughter with 

rape, all with the acquiescence of government prosecutors.  Under 

this extreme duress he was forced to sign documents confessing to 

a murder he did not commit. Three family members were similarly 

coerced into signing corroborating declarations. Despite informing 

the presiding judge of these reprehensible tactics, no torture was 

investigated. Laparra-Martínez was convicted of murder on the basis 

of the illegally-obtained and completely false declarations and sen-

tenced to over 28 years in jail.

“After Ricardo and I examined the documents, it was clear that 

it was another case of tortured confession – a tactic sadly common 

in Mexico,” said Antkowiak, who teaches the International Human 

Rights Clinic at Seattle University School of Law.

Today, Laparra-Martínez, 64, is a free man, thanks to the work of 

the Clinic and its partners. Mexican federal government representa-

tives and officials from the state of Chiapas released Laparra-Martínez 

from prison in February. He had been incarcerated for more than 12 

years for a crime that he did not commit.

“Mr. Laparra-Martinez and his family were in a particularly difficult 

situation,” Antkowiak said. “Their own government had persecuted 

them at every turn, and they were stigmatized in their community. No 

one believed that he was framed by police. But his family, especially 

his wife, Rosa, and his daughter Rocio, are incredibly strong and com-

mitted people. They have suffered so much, but never gave up.”

The case has been years in the making. Antkowiak has been to Mexico 

many times, meeting Laparra-Martínez in prison and visiting his fam-

ily. In 2008, Antkowiak and his Clinic students began international 

Ananías Laparra-Martínez celebrates his release with his wife, Rosa Godínez-
Chávez, and daughters Rocío Laparra-Godínez and Amanda Laparra-Godínez.
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litigation, which included students drafting a 

petition to the Inter-American Commission 

on Human Rights, in Washington, D.C.

“Mr. Laparra-Martínez was singled out by 

judicial police because he was an easy target. 

Powerless and poor, his arrest would cause 

no objection and would provide authori-

ties an effortless conviction,” Antkowiak 

said. “Coerced testimony is often permitted 

by Mexican courts, which foments wide-

spread torture and other abusive practices 

by police.”  

The United Nations, Human Rights Watch 

and several other organizations have con-

demned Mexican security forces for their sys-

tematic use of torture to obtain confessions.

A turning point in the case was the presen-

tation of the Clinic’s petition to the Inter-

American Commission. A number of law 

students contributed to the preparation of 

the extensive submission. The Commission 

eventually ordered the State of Mexico to 

improve Laparra-Martínez’s detention condi-

tions and medical treatment. The Clinic then 

leveraged the international decision against 

government authorities.

tional recognition. It was an honor to have 

been associated with such bravery and to 

have been able to play even a small role in 

assisting their crusade.”

The Clinic and its partners will continue 

to work on behalf of Laparra-Martínez and 

his family so that the Mexican government 

will provide them full remedies for the severe 

human rights abuses they have suffered since 

1999. These efforts include pending litiga-

tion before the Inter-American Commission, 

as well as initiatives with various Mexican 

authorities.

Antkowiak has extensive experience in 

global and regional human rights systems. 

Before joining the faculty, he was a senior 

attorney at the Inter-American Court of 

Human Rights of the Organization of Ameri-

can States and served as a special assistant 

to Oscar Arias, Nobel Peace Laureate and 

President of Costa Rica. 

He has provided numerous opportunities 

for students to be exposed to international 

human rights cases, including presenting 

oral arguments before the Inter-American 

Commission that challenged Peru’s attempts 

to open the Amazon to resource extraction 

without duly consulting indigenous commu-

nities, and taking students, including Oppen-

heim, to argue before the Inter-American 

Court of Human Rights in Costa Rica, the 

highest tribunal for human rights matters 

in the hemisphere.

The Clinic has also worked with the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 

providing technical assistance to enable the 

Commission to work with the new African 

Court on Human Rights. Both provide 

human rights protection for the entire con-

tinent of Africa.

“The Ronald A. Peterson Law Clinic gen-

erally take the cases of the indigent and vul-

nerable,” Antkowiak said. “Our students are 

committed to helping these populations at 

home and abroad.”

“The Commission’s decision gave us a 

new and meaningful opportunity to negoti-

ate with officials from the state and federal 

governments,” said Alejandra Gonza, co-

counsel in the case. After an intense period 

of negotiations – with key support from 

Lagunes-Gasca, the Clinic’s partner attorney 

in Mexico, and the Mexican Commission for 

the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights 

– the Clinic secured Laparra-Martínez’s out-

right release.

Garrett Oppenheim ’08 was one of the 

original Clinic students on the case and 

has stayed very involved. Oppenheim said 

working in the International Human Rights 

Clinic was the high point in his law school 

experience. He volunteers regularly with 

International Bridges to Justice and the King 

County Housing Justice Project. 

“One of the most important things I’ve 

done in my life is to have had the privilege 

of having worked on his case,” Oppenheim 

said. “As I have said many times, the heroes 

of the case are his wife and daughters, Rocío 

and Rosa, whose courage in the face of an 

unjust system brought his plight interna-

Professor Tom Antkowiak, center, talks with co-counsel Alejandra Gonza and his former student Garrett 
Oppenheim ’08, who worked on the case. Photo by Marcus Donner. 
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In this case, the defendant is a high school junior, a good 

student and a varsity football player who volunteers at a 

homeless shelter feeding meals to the hungry. 

He’s also an inexperienced driver who caused an accident when he failed to yield at an 

intersection. The oncoming driver swerved to miss him and went up on a sidewalk, 

hitting a stop sign and damaging her car. The driver had a small child in the car. 

“I felt absolutely terrible,” the boy testified in a classroom at Seattle University School 

of Law. “I was really scared for everyone in the other car. Luckily no one was hurt.” 

He will be working off the $2,200 in damage his parents had to cover and had his 

driving privileges taken away for a while. But he chose to have his formal punish-

ment determined through a jury of his peers rather than a judge through the new 

Seattle Youth Court, a collaboration between Seattle University School of Law, Seattle 

Municipal Court and Garfield High School. 

The jury in his case determined he should write a letter of apology to the other 

driver and serve on two Youth Court juries. If he completes that, his ticket will be 

dismissed. He and his mother say the focus on accountability and reflection on the 

A jury of their peers 
Law students advise high schoolers in city’s first Youth Traffic Court 

Garfield High School student Iman Khawane 
served as judge for a Youth Court hearing at 
the law school.

Photos by Matt Hagen
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importance of safety could be more effective 

for new drivers than a fine. 

He is just one of the teen drivers who 

participated in the program launched this 

spring. The city’s first Youth Traffic Court 

allows eligible teen drivers to appear before 

Garfield High School students at Seattle 

University School of Law, rather than in 

Municipal Court. 

“Youth courts provide an opportunity for 

teens to take responsibility for their driving 

mistakes, while keeping their driving record 

clean,” said Margaret Fisher, a Distinguished 

Practitioner in Residence at Seattle University 

School of Law and a national expert in youth 

courts, who is overseeing the law school’s 

involvement.

Qualified defendants appear before the 

Youth Court, receive a sanction of com-

munity service, youth court jury service, 

preventative education and/or similar con-

sequences. If they comply, the infraction will 

be dismissed and will not be reported to the 

Department of Licensing or appear on a 

defendant’s driving record.  

Garfield High School students serve as 

judges, jurors, prosecutors and defense 

attorneys and court staff.   The high school 

students take part in an intensive training 

before their first hearing and meet with their 

law school mentors regularly. 

“Youth court provides a meaningful civic 

opportunity for students, who will have 

Youth Initiative, a long-term commitment by 

Seattle University faculty, staff and students 

from all disciplines to join with parents, the 

Seattle School District, the City of Seattle, 

foundations, faith communities and more 

than 30 community organizations to help 

children of Seattle succeed in school and life. 

The university was recently recognized with 

a 2012 Presidential Award for community 

service for its efforts with the initiative.

Jim Owens ’12 advises Garfield student Erika Monda, who was serving as a defense attorney.

Forrest Smith ’12 talks with Garfield student 
Obsitu Yacub about a case.

“ Youth Court helps the community because it empowers creative sentencing 

for youths that is not available in more formal proceedings,”

—Forrest Smith ’12

the responsibility of deciding real cases,” 

said Seattle Municipal Court Judge Karen 

Donohue. 

They are trained and supported by volun-

teer law students. Six law students worked 

on the program launch, including Forrest 

Smith ’12. 

 “Youth Court helps the community 

because it empowers creative sentencing for 

youths that is not available in more formal 

proceedings,” Smith said. 

The project supports the Seattle University 

The Seattle Police Department, Seattle City 

Attorney’s Office, Seattle Municipal Court, 

and Seattle University Law School faculty 

are all committed to working with students 

through this innovative program. The proj-

ect was funded in part by a grant from the 

Seattle City Council.

“I can’t help but be inspired by the dedi-

cation that these high school students have 

to the program,” Smith said. “I hope many 

of them will pursue a career in law later in 

life.
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Her biggest case
Janis Puracal devoted to freeing her 

brother from Nicaraguan prison

By Katherine Hedland Hansen

hen they were growing up in Tacoma, 

Janis Puracal walked to school every day 

with her big brother, Jason. One morn-

ing on the quarter-mile walk, they came 

around a corner, and out of nowhere, a huge 

dog lunged at the 5- and 7-year-olds.

“Jason pushed me out of the way and yelled, ‘Run!’ The dog jumped 

up and bit him on his ear. You can still see it on him,” Janis recalled, 

touching her ear with her long, slender fingers. “Jason would rather 

stay there and take the hit then let something happen to me. That’s 

the kind of brother he is.”

Years later, Janis ’07 has become her brother’s protector, devoting 

her life to freeing Jason from a Nicaraguan prison where he is serving 

a 22-year sentence for convictions on drug trafficking and money 

laundering charges. A growing group of international supporters 

insist he was wrongfully convicted and say there is no evidence that 

he committed any crime. He has been in prison for nearly two years 

and has suffered serious health problems because of the unsanitary 

conditions and diet. His family has been fighting for his release every 

day since his arrest. 

“When you have a brother like that, you would do anything for him,” 

Janis said. “He’s my brother and I adore him, and I know if things 

were the other way around he would do the same thing.” 

Jason Puracal graduated from the University of Washington and 

joined the Peace Corps, which sent him to Nicaragua in 2002. He 

met a Nicaraguan woman, Scarleth, and they were married and had 

a son. He started a real estate business and enjoyed his life in beau-

tiful, coastal San Juan del Sur.  He was even featured on an episode 

of “House Hunters International,” showing vacation homes to an 

American couple. He turned 35 on May 31.

His life seemed quite idyllic, and his family enjoyed vacations to 

his tropical home. 

“I remember going to visit him after my first year in law school, 

lying in a hammock all day,” Janis said with a smile. “Jason told me 

to get back to Seattle and finish school.” 

Her choice was providential, she said, as her brother’s case has 

become her biggest ever. 

“I just don’t know where we would be if I didn’t have a background 

in the law,” she said. 

“We have a whole team of people who are working night and day 

for Jason, and they are all people we have found because of my back-

ground in the law and ability to network.”

‘The police have taken your brother’

In November 2010, Jason met his mother, Dr. Daisy Zachariah, in Costa 

Rica, where the public health physician from Tacoma was attending 

a conference, and brought her to his house for a visit. As he worked, 

she stayed home with her grandson, Jabu. They were jolted awake 

when officers barged in with automatic weapons and began search-

ing the home. Jason’s mother and son were terrified and learned he 

had been arrested. 

Nicaraguan police had raided Jason’s home and office. Masked offi-
continued >
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cers carrying AK rifles searched his real estate office and seized 

company computers, files and bank accounts and held him at 

gunpoint for five hours. He and 10 others were arrested. 

“My mom called me and said, ‘The police have taken your 

brother,’” Janis said. “It made no sense. I was in Seattle on the 

phone with the American Embassy and others, and she was down 

there going from prison to prison trying to find Jason.” 

Their sister Jamie, who had lived in Nicaragua for a while with 

Jason, knew Spanish, so the sisters flew down to bring 

their brother home. 

“We thought for sure it was all a big mistake and we 

would just go there and get him,” Janis said. “We had no 

idea it would become such a nightmare.” 

They hired a local lawyer who helped them find Jason 

and start preparing for a hearing. Janis’s legal education 

and skills helped her understand what was going on – and 

made what was happening even more unbelievable. 

“Not one piece of evidence was presented at the 

original charging hearing – or subsequently,” Janis said.  

“In a drug trafficking case, not one gram of drugs was 

presented as evidence. In a money laundering case, 

there was no evidence of money changing hands. In a 

conspiracy case, they could not show Jason had any ties 

to the other defendants.” 

They have no idea why their brother would be accused 

of these crimes. The best they can come up with is that 

he was perceived to be a wealthy American and one of 

his codefendants was running for political office against 

the Sandinista government .

“It’s mind-boggling,” she said. “They plucked some 

guy off the street and created a case that turned into a 

22-year sentence in hell.”

Lack of evidence

Janis says the proceedings were replete with violations of 

Nicaraguan and international laws and revealed a strik-

ing lack of evidence. Jason has consistently maintained 

Before his arrest, 
Jason always had a 
smile, say his family 
and friends. Photo 
courtesy Puracal 
family.

Jason Puracal suffers from 
health problems and has 
lost more than 40 pounds 
since his incarceration 
at La Modelo prison in 
Nicaragua. Photo courtesy 
Puracal family. 
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his innocence. He has suffered repeated 

violations of basic human and legal rights 

during his detention and imprisonment, his 

supporters say. 

“The case from beginning to end has been 

one big circus,” Janis said. “It has been one 

surprise after another for us. Don’t just listen 

to me as Jason’s sister,” she implores people. 

“I’m begging you to look at the facts for 

yourself because you will be just as outraged 

as I am.” 

According to attorneys, the trial was pre-

sided over by a political appointee who was 

neither a judge nor a licensed attorney. When 

his lack of qualifications came to light, he fled 

and has not been heard from since. While 

the defense was summarily prohibited from 

accessing pretrial discovery and presenting 

exculpatory evidence at trial, the prosecu-

tion’s own case effectively proved that Jason 

did not commit the offenses with which he 

was charged. 

The prosecution also failed to establish any 

evidence of money laundering despite seiz-

ing hundreds of bank and financial records 

from Jason’s business. The prosecution’s 

financial “expert” testified that no money 

ever changed hands between Jason and the 

other ten defendants. The expert also testified 

that Nicaraguan banks red flag any suspicious 

banking activity and no such concerns were 

ever shown on Jason’s accounts.

Left without evidence to support its case, 

the prosecution argued that the money com-

ing in and out of Jason’s account through RE/

MAX must be evidence of money laundering 

and drug activity because it involved large 

amounts. The source of the money in the RE/

MAX account was, in fact, RE/MAX clients 

who bought and sold property in Nicaragua 

through this RE/MAX escrow account. 

Although they appealed his conviction 

immediately, no action has been taken on 

that request in the past nine months.

On top of the worry over his convictions, 

his family is desperately worried about Jason’s 

health. He lives in an 8 foot by 15 foot cell 

with eight other inmates, and he has suffered 

serious health problems. He has suffered 

from infections caused by the inhumane 

prison conditions and has developed an 

inflammatory condition due to the lack of 

nutrition and was seriously burned when 

he was trying to boil water on a makeshift 

hotplate. When his mother went to visit, she 

found him in blood-soaked bandages and 

with an infection. 

Jason was recently hospitalized with a fever, 

and though doctors wanted him to stay for 

treatment, the prison refused. Because their 

mother is a doctor, she has been able to 

get to the prison and provide medical care 

and some medications, Janis said, but the 

horrible prison conditions threaten all the 

inmates’ health. 

Change of course 

After graduating from New York University, 

Janis set her sights on law school, thinking she 

would do criminal defense work. After sum-

mer jobs with Riddell Williams and Bullivant 

Houser Bailey, she happily changed course 

to civil litigation when Bullivant offered her 

a position. 

“I was really excited to get into practice 

because I had a little taste of it,” she said. 

While in law school, she completed an 

The Three Js: Jamie, Janis and Jason, in happier days. Photo courtesy Puracal family. 

continued >
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externship at the International Tribunal 

at the Hague, which piqued her interest in 

international law. 

“It was an amazing experience. I got to 

interact with judges from around the world,” 

she said.

Her law school experience has been inavalu-

able as she explores both criminal defense 

and international law in the fight to save her 

brother, who the firm allows her to formally 

represent pro bono. 

“Bullivant has been incredibly supportive,” 

she said. 

Janis works tirelessly on top of her regu-

lar caseload on Jason’s case. She and other 

human rights and international attorneys 

are pursuing numerous avenues to ensure 

his release. 

Among them are Seattle University School 

of Law Professor Tom Antkowiak and the law 

school’s International Human Rights Clinic, 

which is monitoring the case and will eventu-

ally submit a detailed complaint on Jason’s 

behalf to the Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights. (See related story, page XX.)

The United Nations Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention recently ruled that 

Jason’s detention is in violation of interna-

tional law and that he should be released 

immediately. The opinion was issued by 

renowned experts from Chile, Norway, Paki-

stan, Senegal and Ukraine. 

Janis and others recently secured a letter 

signed by 43 members of the United States 

House of Representatives to Nicaraguan 

President Daniel Ortega, urging an indepen-

dent review of Jason’s case. 

Another petition is pending before the  

United Nations Special Rapporteur on Tor-

ture and Cruel, Inhumane and Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment.  In that filing, 

Janis’s co-counsel Jared Genser warns that 

Janis Puracal says she is always working on Jason’s case, as his pro bono counsel from her office at Bullivant Houser Bailey, and outside of work. Photo by 
Matt Hagen.
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Jason “is being slowly starved to death by 

the Government of Nicaragua. He has been 

denied edible food and potable water on 

a daily basis for the last 17 months. This 

and other mistreatment constitutes cruel, 

inhuman, and degrading treatment, if not 

torture.”

Irwin Cotler, the former Attorney General 

of Canada and private counsel to Nelson 

Mandela, has also appealed to Ortega for 

Jason’s release. 

“Having reviewed Jason Puracal’s case in 

substantial detail, I would urge you to order 

such a review of his case. His wrongful con-

viction is, to be frank, even more clear and 

compelling than some of the cases where I 

ordered such reviews in Canada. I have no 

doubt that Mr. Puracal’s conviction is a seri-

ous miscarriage of justice.”

Among the supporters are Eric Volz, who 

was wrongfully convicted in the same Nica-

raguan courtroom as Jason Puracal and 

spent 14 months in the same prison before 

being released. He and Tom Cash, the former 

director of the Drug Enforcement Agency, 

started a petition on Change.org that quickly 

gathered nearly 90,000 signatures, each 

time sending an email to the Nicaraguan 

government. 

“It shut down the Nicaraguan servers,” Janis 

said. “That’s what we want to keep doing.” 

Cash, who has more than 35 years of 

experience supervising major international 

drug and money laundering investigations, 

believes Jason is innocent.

“There’s a lot of major drug traffickers in 

Nicaragua and there’s a lot of major drug 

traffickers in Central America,” Cash has 

said. “Jason Puracal is certainly not one of 

them.”

The Puracals don’t know which of these 

campaigns will work, so they try them all, 

and never stop. They have waged their war 

in the media, on social networks and through 

a website, freejasonp.com. 

‘Not a day off’ 

Sitting in a comfortable conference room 

on the 23rd floor of her downtown office 

building with a breathtaking view of Elliott 

Bay and the Space Needle, Janis notes the 

disparity between her surroundings and her 

brother’s.

“It’s so stark,” she said sadly. “Honestly, 

I don’t think I would be able to do normal 

things and enjoy them. I know he wouldn’t 

want me to be in hell with him, but how do 

I have a nice meal when Jason doesn’t have 

a hot meal?”

She recounts the story Jason told her of a 

recent visit with his son, Jabu, who has Down 

syndrome. When it was time for Jabu and 

his mother to leave, the little boy clung to 

his father’s leg and tried to get his daddy to 

walk farther with him. Jason knew he couldn’t 

cross the line in the visiting area. 

“Jason can’t explain it to him,” Janis said. “I 

don’t know how to put it into words…that I 

can take that step and he cannot.”

Janis, Jason and Jaime “the three Js” have 

always been close, and became more so 

when their parents divorced when Janis was 

13. Their father’s death a few years ago also 

bonded them. 

Before Jason’s arrest, they would talk on the 

phone weekly and have regular Skype dates 

with him and Jabu. 

“We would have breakfast with Jabu and ask 

him how his week was and he would show us 

his new dance moves,” Janis said. 

Jason and his family all worry about Jabu 

and his mother. With Jason in prison, his 

mother has been unable to afford to send 

Jabu to school, and they fear it will harm his 

development. The family misses their regular 

contact with them both, as they don’t have 

a computer to use, Janis said. Her battle to 

free her brother and her regular practice are 

all she has time for. 

“There are no days off,” she said. “It does 

take over your life.” 

She said it’s painful to fight for her brother, 

but also difficult not to be able to help others 

in the prison or the poverty stricken areas 

near the prison.

On a recent trip, she and her sister met 

a Guatemalan man whose  conviction had 

been overturned on appeal but was still being 

held because the prison wouldn’t release him 

until he came up with the $50 he needed for a 

bus back to his country. And because he was 

behind bars, he couldn’t make any money.

“You want to give everyone $50, but you 

just can’t.”

Jason is not defeated. He dreams of bring-

ing his family back to Seattle and wants to go 

back to school to study sustainable develop-

ment. He does his best to stay positive.

“He’s read hundreds and hundreds of books 

to keep his mind sharp and to remind himself 

there’s a whole world outside that cell.”

Janis has taken up running as a way to clear 

her mind, but her thoughts are never far from 

her big brother. She refuses to give up hope 

that one day they will be together again.

“Something like this changes your priori-

ties and shifts the way you see the world,” she 

said. “I think about things I thought were 

important and I realize they weren’t. Now I 

think at the end of the day, my brother is not 

dead in prison. It’s a good day. Jason’s life was 

not destined to end in that prison.”

“ When you have a brother like that, you would do anything for him. He’s 

my brother and I adore him, and I know if things were the other way 

around he would do the same thing,”
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Colorado Eighteenth Judicial District Court Judge Robert H. Russell II ’75 and his wife, Catharyn Baird 
’74, enjoyed seeing friends and faculty from their law school days, including Professor John Weaver, who 
joined them at the bar across the street every week for the entire first year in 1972. From left: Professor 
John Weaver, Patrick Pressentin ’75, Catharyn Baird ’74, Judge Russell ’75, Carol Teather ’75, Franklin 
Dennis ’75 and Jane Noland ’75. Photo by Jennifer Richard.

BLSA honors first African American graduate

The Black Law Student Association  

honored Judge Robert H. Russell II 

’75, the first African American gradu-

ate of the law school, at its annual alumni 

awards celebration. Russell has served for 

14 years on Colorado’s Eighteenth Judicial 

District Court. 

He earned his B.A. in sociology from the 

University of Missouri at Kansas City in June 

1963. He joined the Air Force and was sta-

tioned at Warner-Robins Air Force Base (AFB) 

in Georgia and Pease AFB in New Hampshire 

before completing a tour in Vietnam out of 

the Pleiku Air Base. He also served on Clark 

Air Base in the Philippines before returning 

to Tacoma to begin his legal education.

Upon graduation, Judge Russell was 

appointed Chief of Military Justice at Peter-

son Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colo-

rado, where he served for three years before 

relocating to Bitburg Air Base, Germany, 

and served in the same role. He returned to 

the U.S. in 1981 and was appointed Chief, 

General Law Division, of the Air Reserve 

Personnel Center in Denver, Colorado. Judge 

Russell retired from the Air Force in August 

1984 as a Lieutenant Colonel.

At that time, he formed a small general 

practice firm, Baird & Russell in Aurora, 

Colo., with his wife, Catharyn Baird ’74.He 

went on to serve as a Deputy District Attorney 

for the Eighteenth Judi-

cial District in Littleton, 

as a Arapahoe County 

Court Referee, where 

he conducted more 

than 225 bench trials 

per year, and then was 

appointed magistrate 

for the county in Octo-

ber 1985. In June 1989, 

he joined the Arapahoe 

County Court and was 

ultimately promoted to 

Colorado’s Eighteenth 

Judicial District Court 

in 1998. 

During his exemplary 

career, Judge Russell has been appointed by 

the state’s Supreme Court to serve on several 

committees including the Family Court Study 

Group and the Jury Reform Implementation 

Committee. He is a member of various legal 

community organizations including the Sam 

Cary Bar Association, a National Bar Associa-

tion affiliate, where he was past-president in 

1991; the Minoru Yasui Inn, American Inns of 

Court, where he was a founding member; and 

the state, county and judges bar associations 

in Colorado. Since 1997, Judge Russell has 

served on the Board of Directors of the Mile 

High Chapter of the American Red Cross.

Judge Russell was awarded the 2008 Judicial 

Excellence Award by the Colorado Judicial 

Institute for his dedication to the justice 

system. He has also received several awards 

for his more than 20 years of service with the 

U.S. Air Force including the Airman’s Medal 

for Heroism; an AF Commendation Medal; a 

Vietnam Service Medal with four battle stars; 

and the Meritorious Service Medal.Judge Russell and BLSA President Chris Sanders ’13
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Craig Sims ’97, president of the Law Alumni Board, and 
Professor Lily Kahng hood Jacqualyne Jean Walker as Dean 
Mark Niles waits to present her degree. Photo by Marcus 
Donner. 

LAB members Willie Gregory ’89, Jennifer Shaw and John 
Worden ’89 heard Sen. Murray speak. Photo by Matt Hagen. 

King County Superior Court Judge Patrick Oishi ’96 and LAB 
member Art Wang ’84, Special Assistant for Unemployment 
Insurance Taxes of Washington State, catch up at the Woman 
of the Year event at the Rainier Club. Photo by Matt Hagen. 

Fé Lopez ’06, is the law school’s new director 

of Alumni Relations and Annual Fund in the 

Office of Advancement. 

“Fé bring brings a passion for the law school 

and for equal justice and a commitment to 

strengthening relationships with alumni and 

donors,” said Lisa Barton, associate dean for 

advancement. 

Lopez is past president of the Latina/o Bar 

Association of Washington and is active with the 

minority bar associations and the social justice 

community. Lopez worked in student affairs at the law school since 2008, most 

recently as the Director for Student Life. In that position, she facilitated collab-

orative work and communication between students and the administration, staff, 

and faculty. She helped coordinate the Just the Beginning Foundation Pre-Law 

Conference, Yakima Pre-Law Conference, Tri-Cities Youth and Justice Forum, 

as well as helping coordinate half -day programs for middle school, high school 

and college age students at Seattle University School of Law. 

Lopez developed the Lawyering in a Diverse World series in partnership with 

the Access to Justice Institute, students, faculty and staff. Now in its third year, 

the series provides workshops on issues of diversity designed to create awareness 

and empower law students and lawyers with skills to give them the competitive 

edge for effective lawyering in our increasingly diverse and complex world. 

While in law school, she was the first Latina/o Student Bar Association Presi-

dent and was active in the Latina/o student organizations. She received the 2011 

La Justicia Award from the law school. 

Fé Lopez assumes alumni 
leadership role 

Connect with us! 
There are lots of ways to stay up to date on the latest law school news and upcom-

ing events. Our monthly email newsletter In Summary offers highlights, as well 

as our website (now also available in a mobile format!) at www.law.seattleu.edu. 

You can always  email us at lawalumni@seattleu.edu. 

And follow us on the following social media: 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/seattleulaw

Twitter: twitter.com/#!/seattleulaw

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/sulaw

You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/seattleulaw/videos

Learn more at our Connect page: www.law.seattleu.edu/x7000.xml.

Out and About 



26

L
a

w
y

e
r

  
| 

 S
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

1
2

A l u m n i  p r o f i l e

By Katherine Hedland Hansen 

G
iant faces look down on students passing through the 

halls at Giaudrone Middle School in Tacoma:  Silly faces 

with tongues sticking out of mouths full of braces, pretty 

faces posing with hands behind heads like a glamorous 

portrait, and serious faces of students with a lot on their minds. 

The 3-foot by 4-foot, black and white photo posters show the faces 

of more than 100 students, teachers, and administrators at Giaudrone, 

expressing the individuality and personality of each person and the 

diversity and dignity of the group as a whole. 

A twin 
passion for 
teaching 
Grads take their legal skills 
into the classroom 

John and Ryan Prosser, from right, appear amused but 
help Jaquwan Simmons get another lunch after his fell 
on the floor at Giaudrone Middle School earlier this 
month. 

All photos © THE NEWS TRIBUNE, (Tacoma, WA) [2012] Photos by Janet Jensen, staff photographer. Reprinted with permission.
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It is just one of the ways “the Twins,” are making a difference at a 

school that was given three years to turn itself around. A federal School 

Improvement Grant made money available to the school, which has 

a new administration and nearly all new staff devoted to improving 

the school and students’ chances for success. 

“So far, GMS is on the right track and its students’ test scores con-

tinue to improve,” John said. 

Ryan and John graduated from Western Washington University 

with degrees in philosophy and were certified as K-8 teachers. They 

spent a year at Boston College earning master’s degrees and then 

enrolled at Seattle University School of Law with the goal of practic-

ing education law. But after doing so, they found their true calling 

is teaching. 

“Our first love is education,” John said. 

They have followed similar paths all their lives. They shared a paper 

route for years, were study partners and roommates, and now share 

a classroom at Giaudrone, teaching language arts and social studies. 

There is a moveable wall separating their classrooms, but it is rarely 

closed. Every day they eat lunch together, both ordering tuna sand-

wiches from the cafeteria. 

“There are seven billion people in the world. Most of them are 

individuals,” John said. “I like being a double.” 

At first, they were assigned to separate sections at the law school. As 

they have all their lives, they called and asked to be put in the same 

classes. Where others tried to separate them, the law school quickly 

accommodated their requests. 

“I thought, ‘SU’s going to be different. These people are nice,’” John 

said. “We had all our classes together.”

Both did well. Ryan graduated magna cum laude, and John gradu-

ated cum laude and was on the National Moot Court Team. In their 

2L and 3L years, they interned in the office of the general counsel at 

the Washington Education Association. 

After law school, Ryan worked at the Office of the Superintendent 

of Public Instruction evaluating Individual Education Programs for 

proper formulation under IDEA. After nine months, he accepted a 

teaching job in the Lake Washington School District in 2008.

John practiced at his uncle’s law firm in Tacoma, a small, mainly 

family-law practice, where he was primarily a research attorney. But 

the next economic downturn led to him being laid off, “which was a 

blessing, because it led me back into teaching.” He started substitute 

teaching and when he heard about the opportunity to work at Giau-

drone, he and Ryan both applied. They were hired at Giaudrone on 

the same day. “Mr. R” and “Mr. J” as they are known to students, use 

their legal background in class. They have recently been teaching the 

U.S. Constitution, using as examples cases ranging from Korematsu 

It was a project led by John and Ryan Prosser ’07, identical twins  

who teach humanities at Giaudrone, which was deemed unsuccessful 

two years ago after reporting some of the state’s lowest test scores. 

“What these photos say is, ‘We are not failures,’” said John Prosser. 

“The great thing about hanging them at the top of the walls is 

instead of people walking with their heads down, everyone’s looking 

up,” Ryan said. 

The posters are part of an international participatory art project 

called the Inside Out Project (www.insideoutproject.net), which is 

encouraging communities around the world to create and hang the 

posters, then sharing them online.

continued >



to the “Bong Hits for Jesus” case, in which the Supreme Court limited 

students’ free speech rights by ruling against a former high school 

student who had hung a banner outside his school. 

“Our legal background pays off greatly for the students. They have 

two lawyers as resources as they work toward a strong understand-

ing of the Constitution,” John said. “Lawyering is an old profession, 

teaching is an older profession. Combining the skills provides my kids 

access to ideas and skills they might not otherwise encounter until 

later on in their academic paths.”

Among the questions the students wrote about for their final proj-

ect are whether teens should be held accountable for what they post 

online when they are away from school and whether they support 

the death penalty.

“We try to get them thinking about these issues.” Ryan said. “We’re 

focusing on critical thinking.”

They recently invited Professor from Practice John McKay and Lori 

Lamb, administrative assistant for the Legal Writing Department, to 

A l u m n i  p r o f i l e

Giaudrone. Lamb has kept in close contact with them. “She helped 

us get through law school, that’s for sure,” John said. 

McKay gave the students a great lesson on the Constitution, tailor-

ing his talk for seventh- and eighth-graders and getting them talking 

about how the law plays a role in their lives.

“How many of you have been treated unfairly?” he asked, and nearly 

every hand went up. 

“The law is not perfect. There’s lots of injustice, but you can make 

a difference,” McKay told them. “You don’t have to be a lawyer to 

make a difference.”

John and Ryan hope they are making a difference. 

“Young students, middle school students especially, deserve teachers 

who sincerely care about their growth as people and who are dedicated 

to helping them reach their potential,” John said. 

Middle school is always a tough time, with children in a uniquely 

transitory period in life in intellectual, emotional, and physical develop-

ment. Many of the Giaudrone students face huge obstacles. More than 

Ryan Prosser works with 
students Auzhane Evans, 
center, and Robert Brito, left.
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three-quarters of them qualify for the free-lunch program, and some 

come from desperate places: they are homeless, have parents in prison, 

have been victims of violence or have suffered incredible losses. 

Ryan and John started the year having the students write autobiog-

raphies, and the teachers were shocked at what they learned. 

“Some of our students were hard to read,” Ryan said. “For some of 

them, school might be the only place that is safe for them.”

There are behavior problems, and the Prossers handle them as 

they arise. 

“Sometimes we do have to send them out of class or be firm with 

them. They get mad or raise their voices, but you can’t take it person-

ally,” Ryan said. “And every day, they start with a clean slate.”

Still, “They really are a lot of fun,” Ryan said. “They are at the age 

when you can joke with them.”

Even as fairly new teachers, the Prossers have taken leadership roles, 

serving on the school district’s Harassment, Intimidation, and Bul-

lying Committee, coaching various sports and hosting after-school 

writing clubs.

 Both ran for union leadership positions, and though they weren’t 

successful, they play an active role. They are interested in policy work 

and use their legal skills to help them in that arena, but both foresee 

continuing in education.

“We’re interested in protecting public education,” Ryan said. 

As much as they love it, they don’t know that they will be back 

at Giaudrone next year. They have been told they will be displaced 

because of seniority, and could be moved to different schools. They 

would love the chance to teach together again, but will embrace what-

ever opportunities they can to work with kids. 

“Teaching is as pure a method of helping another person as I can 

imagine,” John said. “The SU ideal is social justice. As a teacher, I don’t 

think there’s anything more socially just than helping to prepare a 

student for the rest of his or her life.”

John Prosser leads a 
discussion on the Fourth 
Amendment. The brothers 
say their legal background 
helps their teaching. 
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1975
G a r y  G e t z i n  i s 
semi-retired as a 
solo practitioner, 
but spent his career 
doing what he went 
to law school to do: 

represent the poor. VISTA and Legal 
Services Corp. led him to his own 
firm, where among other things he 
brought class actions correcting con-
ditions of confinement and prevent-
ing jailing the poor for non-payment 
of fines and a ruling out of federal 
court mandating municipalities 
statewide to implement due process 
in welfare applications. Before and 
during his 18 years with Wisconsin 
Public Defender, he developed a repu-
tation for effectively pursuing habeas 
corpus and aggressively representing 
the mentally ill.

1976
The Honorable Michael Hayden, 
King County Superior Court Judge, 
spent two weeks in Kenya with two 
retired Washington legislators and a 
Harvard professor. Invited by a local 
foundation that provides secondary 
and college education in Kenya, they 
led a seminar for Kenyans seeking 
election to new leadership positions 
under the constitution that was 
passed in late 2010. They also met 
with High Court Judges and local 
leaders and spent a few days explor-
ing the Maasai Mara.

1978
Joseph Henninger 
is a senior attorney 
at Wishart, Norris, 
Henninger & Pit-
tman, pract ic ing 
primarily in estate 

planning, estate administration, taxa-
tion, business succession planning, 
elder law, asset protection for busi-
ness owners, and estate planning for 
business owners. 

1979
Paul Simmerly and his client, Mark 
Duxbury, the whistleblower in the 
largest Medicare Fraud case in history, 
are at the center of the book “Blood 
Feud: The Man Who Blew the Whistle 
on One of the Deadliest Prescription 
Drugs Ever.”  “Blood Feud” will be 
made into a movie.

1980
James Hushagen, a 
lawyer and a mem-
ber of Eisenhower 
& Carlson, PLLC in 
Tacoma, focuses his 
practice on business, 

financial, and real estate transactions, 
and on employment law. He retired as 
a member of the Board of Directors 
of Thrivent Financial in 2011 after a 
decade of service. He is the vice-chair 
of the Board of Regents of Pacific 
Lutheran University, where he chairs 
the Governance Committee, serves 
on the Academic Affairs Committee, 
and recently chaired the Presidential 
Search Committee. He is vice presi-
dent and chair of the Synod Council 
for the Southwestern Washington 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and is chair of the 
Board of Directors of Lutheran Music 
Program. He is also general counsel 
to several nonprofit corporations and 
regularly provides governance train-
ing to nonprofit boards. 

T h e  H o n o r a b l e 
Barbara Linde was 
appointed to the 
King County Supe-
rior Court bench by 
Governor Chris Gre-

goire. Judge Linde was the district 
court’s presiding judge and has served 
as a district court judge for 17 years. 
Over ten years ago, she joined with 
others to establish the second thera-
peutic Mental Health Court in the 
nation. She serves as co-chair of the 
Mental Illness and Drug Dependency 
Oversight Committee. 

1981
Jerry Schwartz joined 3TIER, a world 
leader in renewable energy risk analy-
sis, as vice president of global sales. 
Prior to working for 3TIER, he was 
an international sales executive for 
Microsoft with over 15 years of senior 
leadership experience directing global 
sales and marketing strategy. 

1982
Joel Gilman, since being admitted 
to practice in Australia, has been 
employed as the in-house solicitor 
to the Heritage Council of Western 
Australia, a state agency that, some-
what similar to a State historic Pres-
ervation Office in the U.S., can work 
to sometimes stop development that 
would damage or destroy the historic 
significance of places on the state reg-
ister. He is currently writing the draft-
ing instructions for a Parliamentary 
bill that will completely rewrite the 
agency’s enabling legislation.

Allen Miller, principal attorney and 
owner of the Law Offices of Allen T. 
Miller in Olympia, focuses his practice 
in the areas of real estate, construction, 
land use, zoning, and environmental 
law. Prior to opening his firm four 
years ago, he was a deputy prosecuting 
attorney in Thurston County, serving 
as chief of the environmental and 
land use section, civil division. He is 
a board member of several organiza-
tions including the Olympia School 
District, South Sound YMCA, and the 
United Way of Thurston County.

Victoria M. (Seiglar) Stein lives in 
Bordeaux, France, with her husband 
and works for the French Ministry of 
Justice. She is a professor at L’Ecole 
Nationale de la Magistrature (ENM), 
the French National School for the 
Judiciary.  She provides professional 
training for the “auditeurs de justice” 
who become French and foreign 
public prosecutors and judges. She 
also teaches French magistrates in 
the ENM continuing legal education 
division and the international courts 
department in Paris.

1984
S i m  O s b o r n  w a s 
named Trial Lawyer 
of  the Year by the 
American Board of 
Trial Advocates. He 
has tried many cases 

and reached settlements for more 
than $1 million, including Palacios v. 
Conklin & Honda, et al., which was, 
at the time, the largest personal injury 
verdict in state history. He has pub-
lished several articles on trial practice, 
is a frequent speaker and instructor 
in the area of trial preparation and 
practice, and provides pro bono legal 
services for youth organizations and 
boards upon which he serves. 

Anthony G. Panagiotu, JD, CPA, was 
awarded the Milgard School of Busi-
ness small-business leader of the year 
award. He is president of Panagiotu 
Pension Advisors in University Place, 
where he helps companies build a 
pension plan, a 401(k) plan, a profit-
sharing plan, or an Employee Stock 
Option Plan.

T h e  H o n o r a b l e 
Michael Sullivan has 
been a Superior Court 
Judge for Pacific and 
Wahkiakum Counties 
since 2005.

1985
Marlin Blizinsky was appointed vice 
chair of the Federal Communications 
Commission’s Intergovernmental 
Advisory Committee (IAC). The 
IAC provides ongoing advice and 
information to the commission on a 
broad range of telecommunications 
issues of interest to state, local, and 
tribal governments, including cable 
and local franchising, public rights-
of-way, facilities siting, universal 
service, broadband access, barriers to 
competitive entry, and public safety 
communications, for which the com-
mission explicitly or inherently shares 
responsibility or administration with 
local, county, state, or tribal govern-
ments.

C l a s s  n o t e s
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Kenneth W. Hart is a 
shareholder at Carney 
Badley Spellman, P.S. 
He joined the firm in 
2010 and his practice 
is focused on com-

mercial and business transactions, 
business startups, real estate transac-
tions, and related litigation. A trained 
mediator and experienced arbitrator, 
he also has extensive litigation, trial 
practice, and appellate experience in 
various courts and jurisdictions, both 
state and federal, and in a broad range 
of areas. He has been active in both 
the state and local bar associations, 
and currently serves as a Trustee of 
the King County Bar Association’s 
Employee Retirement Fund.

John Karna is a third-year student 
at Fuller Theological Seminary. After 
practicing law, he became a Christian 
missionary pastor in Mexico for 15 
years. He lives in Tucson, Ariz., with 
his wife, Ruth, and his son, John 
David.

1986
Kristin Hannah’s most recent novel 
“Home Front” explores a modern 
marriage and the toll war takes on an 
ordinary family. She has written about 
twenty novels, a number of which 
were New York Times best sellers.

1987
Brett Purtzer received the Out-
standing Leadership Award from the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Associa-
tion (TPCBA) at the 104th Annual 
Lincoln Day Banquet. He is a prin-
cipal of Hester Law Group, Inc. P.S., 
focusing his practice on criminal 
defense and personal injury cases, and 
he is past-president of the TPCBA.

1988
Steve Reinmuth is chief of staff for 
the Washington State Department 
of Transportation, after serving as a 
senior assistant attorney general and 
chief counsel at the DOT. Prior to 
working for the DOT, he worked at 

Lane Powell, PC in its Olympia Office. 
He and his wife, Jill, have two children, 
Sam and Kate.

1989
The Honorable Frances Chmelewski 
was appointed to the Kittitas County 
Superior Court bench by Gov. Chris 
Gregoire. Judge Chmelewski has more 
than 20 years of trial experience in 
both civil and criminal matters. She 
started her legal career as an attorney 
in the criminal division of the Seattle 
Attorney’s Office focusing on domes-
tic violence cases and later became an 
assistant attorney general in Yakima 
working in the Department of Social 
and Health Services, Licensing, and 
Labor and Industries.

J o h n  R .  C h r i s -
tensen received the 
Outstanding Ser-
v ice  Award  f rom 
the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Bar Asso-

ciation at the 104th Annual Lincoln 
Day Banquet. A partner at Messina 
Bulzomi Christensen, P.S., he has 
successfully settled several multi-mil-
lion-dollar cases involving medical 
negligence, government supervision, 
highway design, dramshop liability, 
and severe motor vehicle collisions. 
He has been selected by his peers as 
one of Washington’s Top 40 Personal 
Injury attorneys and is a member of 
the National Million Dollars Advo-
cates Forum.

The Honorable Mimi DesJardins 
was nominated and approved as a 
District Court judge in Maui, Hawaii. 
She previously worked as a private 
attorney specializing in family law and 
criminal defense. She has served as a 
part-time judge since 2006.

1990
Lori Saxion Marcott is celebrating 
21 years of her solo family practice 
in Kent. She has tailored her practice 
to meet specific, individual needs 
and the unique circumstances of the 
families with whom she works. 

1991
Thomas P. Quinlan is president of 
the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Asso-
ciation (TPCBA). He is a partner in 
the Pierce County law firm of Miller, 
Quinlan & Auter, P.S., Inc., and his 
practice specializes in litigation, 
including real property, commercial, 
and bankruptcy related disputes.

Mary Robnett, chief criminal deputy 
at the Pierce County Prosecutor’s 
Office, was honored with a Deputy 
Prosecutor of the Year Award from 
the Pierce County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment for her work prosecuting four 
defendants in the home invasion rob-
bery and murder of Jim Sanders in 
April 2010. Sanders was targeted for a 
diamond ring he advertised on Craig-
slist. The defendants were convicted 
and sentenced to a combined total of 
418 years in prison. She recently left 
the Prosecutor’s Office after 18 years 
of service. 

1992
Michael Floyd and 
two colleagues com-
pleted, “SPY THE LIE: 
Three Former CIA 
Officers Teach You 
How to Detect Decep-

tion,” which will be published by St. 
Martin’s Press on July 17. He will 
appear on 60 Minutes and The Today 
Show, among others, to promote his 
new venture. He has served in both 
the CIA and the National Security 
Agency, and founded truth-verifica-
tion services provided by Advanced 
Polygraph Services. 

Benson Por ter  i s 
president and CEO 
of Boeing Employees 
Credit Union. He has 
returned to Wash-
ington after serving 

as president and CEO of First Tech 
Federal Credit Union in Palo Alto, 
Calif. He has extensive experience in 
financial services, including working 
for the Washington State Senate Bank-
ing Committee and the Washington 

Division of Banking. He also spent 
14 years in senior management roles 
at KeyBank and Washington Mutual 
in Seattle. 

1993
Cynthia Linet had her first artist show 
at Art/Not Terminal Gallery in down-
town Seattle in May. Before becoming 
an artist, she practiced family law for 
20 years.

Stay UP TO DATE!  E-mail: lawalumni@seattleu.edu

Geraldine Simon is 
the new senior vice 
president of admin-
istration for Doyon 
L t d . ,  t h e  Na t i v e 
regional corporation 

for Interior Alaska. Prior to accepting 
this role, she served as vice president 
of Alaska Lands and Operations, 
general counsel for the Tyonek Native 
Corp., and was the special assistant 
to the director of legal and inter-
governmental affairs for the Alaska 
Native Tribal Health Consortium in 
Anchorage. Originally from Allaka-
ket, she is a board member of her 
village corporation, K’oyitl’ots’ina, 
Limited, a committee member of the 
Alaska Native Village CEO Associa-
tion, and a member of the Alaska Bar 
Association. 

1994
Angela Carlson-Whitley was rec-
ognized as Volunteer Attorney of 
the Year, along with her law partner, 
Judith E. Luther-Shiflett, by Thurston 
County Volunteer Legal Services at 
the Annual Breakfast Fundraiser. 
Their firm, Carlson-Whitley & Luther, 
LLP, is located in Olympia and focuses 
on estate planning, probate, and 
guardianship law.
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Mark McLaughlin, CEO of Palo Alto 
Networks, joined the Advisory Board 
of TroopSwap.com, an ecommerce 
platform exclusively for veterans, 
service members, and their families. 
He was appointed in January 2011 
to the National Security Telecom-
munications Advisory Committee by 
President Obama.

1995
Joshua Brower joined Denver Gant 
’06 and two other partners to open 
their new law firm, Veris Law Group. 
He has over 20 years of experience 
focused on land use and real estate 
law with an emphasis on complex 
projects, permitting, and land use 
regulatory compliance. He also has 
extensive experience as a business 
lawyer and has devoted a significant 
amount of his practice to advising 
closely held Seattle-based businesses 
as outside general counsel. His prac-
tice provides strategic business and 
legal advice and handles corporate 
governance and commercial litigation 
matters for his clients.

Todd Carlisle, an attorney at North-
west justice Project, and Julian Bray, 
senior counsel at the Tacoma Attorney 
General’s office, received the Marilyn 
Holzman Humanitarian Award from 
the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Asso-
ciation at the 104th Annual Lincoln 
Day Banquet. They are president and 
vice-president, respectively, of the 
Pierce County Chapter of Lawyers 
Helping Hungry Children.

Karen Kalzer attended the first Liti-
gation Management Institute, held at 
Columbia Law School in cooperation 
with the Claims and Litigation Alli-
ance, and was certified as a Litigation 
Management Professional.

1996
Connie Sue Martin joined the Seattle 
office of Schwabe, Williamson & 
Wyatt in November 2011. She focuses 
her work on environmental and 
natural resource litigation, and has 
been recognized for her knowledge 

of Indian law and especially natural 
resource damages claims. She has 
represented clients in dozens of envi-
ronmental matters, including citizen 
suits under the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA), and the 
Clean Water Act. 

Jonathan Thames was 
elevated to partner 
at Archer Norris. He 
focuses his practice on 
maritime and trans-
portation litigation 

and is an accomplished litigator for 
hospitality, contractor, and govern-
ment entities. 

1997
Lisa Wong Lackland is a partner 
in the Las Vegas office of Lewis and 
Roca LLP, an AMLAW 200 firm with 
offices throughout the Southwest. 
She focuses on business and product 
liability litigation.  She was named 
one of the Top 40 Under 40 business 
leaders in Southern Nevada for 2011. 
She visits Seattle often and retains her 
Washington State Bar membership.

1998
Me l a n i e  Cu r t i ce 
was appointed to 
the first governing 
board of the Wash-
ington Health Ben-
efits Exchange. She 

is the managing partner of Stoel 
Rives, LLP’s Seattle office, focusing 
her practice on health and welfare 
benefit plan matters, and the tax, 
ERISA, HIPPA, and other compliance 
issues that arise in connection with 
such arrangements. She works with 
public and private companies and 
governmental employers. 

Kris Haworth is the founder and 
president of The Forensics Group, 
which provides advanced computer 
forensics in the growing field of digital 
forensics. Previously, she led the West 
Coast electronic discovery practice for 
LECG, launched the electronic discov-

ery practice for Navigant Consulting, 
and built Deloitte & Touche’s national 
electronic discovery service.

Jennifer Keough was promoted to 
chief operating officer of Garden City 
Group, Inc., where she had been exec-
utive vice-president since 2009. She 
has extensive experience in managing 
class action administration and other 
complex projects and has particular 
expertise in innovative construction 
of processes involving highly complex 
data issues, extensive documentation 
requirements, health care matters, and 
high dollar wards.  

Robert Nark joined Friedl Richardson 
Trial Lawyers in Phoenix, Ariz.

1999
Jeffrey Barr was named the North Las 
Vegas City Attorney. He has worked 
with the Civil Division of the City of 
North Las Vegas City Attorney’s Office 
for five years and, prior to working for 
the city, he was in private practice in 
Southern Nev.

Shannan Frisbie was elected equi-
ty partner at K&L Gates LLP, a global 
law firm with nearly 2,000 lawyers 
who practice in 41 offices located 
on four continents. Her practice 
focuses on technology and intellec-
tual property transactions, includ-
ing a wide range of commercial and 
licensing transactions for clients in 
the wireless, hardware, and software 
industries. She has two children, ages 
5 and 2.

Laurel Hook was included in the 
Portland Business Journal’s yearly 
“40 Under 40” award list and was 
named a finalist for the second annual 
Daily Journal of Commerce Leader-

ship in Law award.  
Created last  year, 
this award pays trib-
ute to long-standing 
members in Oregon’s 
legal community.  Her 

legal practice specializes in complex 
divorce litigation, custody matters, 
and estate planning. 

2000
Michele McCarthy married Fitzroy 
Lindsay on April 14, 2012, at St. Paul’s 
Chapel at Columbia University in 
New York City.

Shelby Smith joined 
Williams Kastner’s 
Seattle office as an 
associate focusing pri-
marily on health care. 
She served as deputy 

prosecuting attorney for the Crimi-
nal Division of the King County 
Prosecutor’s Office for ten years prior 
to joining Williams Kastner. 

2001
Heidi  Alessi  was 
promoted to part-
ner at K&L Gates. She 
focuses her practice 
on employee benefits 
and executive com-
pensation. In addition, she has exten-
sive experience addressing employee 
benefits and compensation issues 
involved in mergers and acquisi-
tions, representing employers and 
plan fiduciaries in litigation matters, 
and representing employers before 
regulatory agencies. 

Jennifer Atwood is 
a criminal defense 
attorney for The 
Defender Associa-
tion. She and her 
husband, Dav id 

Snyder, have a son, Liam, 2.

Linda Coleman was a finalist for the 
Puget Sound Business Journal (PSBJ) 
Outstanding Corporate Counsel at a 
Small Company award. She was rec-

C l a s s  n o t e s
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David Hunnicutt was hired as the 
Northwest Regional Manager of 
Hilco Real Estate. Hilco operates in 
the United States and a number of 
foreign countries, with headquarters 
in Northbrook, Ill. The firm special-
izes in bankruptcy, restructuring, 
workouts and repositioning.

G. (Gus) Benjamin Lindsey III 
opened his solo practice, The Law 
Office of G. Benjamin Lindsey III, in 
February. His practice is focused on 
civil litigation, labor/employment law, 
and criminal defense. 

Nicholas Mitchell is senior cor-
porate counsel for Wizards of the 
Coast based in Renton. Wizards, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Hasbro, 
Inc., is a worldwide leader in trading 
card games and tabletop roleplaying 
games. Since 2010, he has taught the 
Intellectual Property Licensing Lab 
as an adjunct professor at the law 
school.

Joanna Monroe, vice president, 
deputy general counsel and chief 
compliance officer for TrueBlue, Inc., 
was recently elected chair of the Board 
Development Committee for Franke 
Tobey Jones, a continuing care retire-
ment community.  She also serves on 
the Governance Committee for the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Public Policy 
Committee for the YWCA of Pierce 
County.  

Susan Prentice-Sao and her law part-
ner, Robert Champion, appeared on 
the Dateline NBC epsiode “Day of 
Reckoning,” which aired on April 20, 
2012. They represented the convicted 
murderer, Besham Brian Sugrim. 

Michele Rasmussen, Eric Camm 
’05, and Peter Smith ’09 formed 
The Apex Law Group, LLP, based in 
Seattle. Apex Law focuses on trans-
actions with start-up and emerging 
companies, social ventures and non-
profits, and has extensive experience 
with financings, mergers and acquisi-
tions, and securities compliance.

munity regarding consumer protec-
tion against the unlawful practice of 
law and immigrant rights in removal 
proceedings or when being ques-
tioned by a police or ICE officer.  

Elaine Conway Becraft began an in-
house position with LyondellBasell 
Industries and was married in Oct.

Denver Gant joined Joshua Brower 
’95 and other partners in forming 
Veris Law Group. He focuses his 
practice on environmental law, real 
estate law, business law, trusts, estates, 
and taxation.

Thomas McDade was elected presi-
dent of the Eastside Legal Assistance 
Program, where he has been a volun-
teer lawyer since graduation. He has 
also served on the Board of Directors 
since 2007. 

2007

Evan Catron, a Decision Review 
Officer for the U.S. Dept. of Vet-
erans Affairs, was privileged to 
meet with Medal of Honor recipient, 
U.S. Army Sergeant First Class Leroy 
Petry. In 2011, SFC Petry became the 
second living recipient of the award 
for actions occurring since the Viet-
nam War. The Medal of Honor is the 
highest military decoration awarded 
by the United States government. 

David Lance, assistant university 
counsel at Seattle University, is an 
adjunct professor at the law school 
teaching Sports Law. 

Michael Kaiser was the featured 
speaker for the national CLE Plain-
tiff ’s Guide to Dog-Bite Litigation in 
December, 2011. He also presented 
the ethics portion of the Seattle 

2005
Ingrid Mattson finished her MLIS 
at the University of Washington and 
accepted a position as a reference 
librarian at the Law Library at Moritz 
Law School, Ohio State University. 

Julie Seidenstein 
was named the 2011 
Woman Extraordi-
naire by Business 
Leader Magazine. 
She is an associate 

at Parker Poe, where she focuses pri-
marily on commercial real estate and 
structured finance, specifically repre-
sentation of mortgage loan portfolio 
servicers in senior and mezzanine 
loan assumptions, loan extensions 
for fixed rates and floating rate loans, 
loan modifications, cash manage-
ments structures, leasing matters, as 
well as consent and general compli-
ance issues. 

Stephen Tenorio Jr. 
published his first 
novel “An Ocean in 
a Cup” that follows 
Tomas, a gifted young 
islander, who is tor-

mented by an unexplainable darkness. 
The author was born and raised in 
Guam. After teaching on the island 
for several years, he moved to Seattle, 
where he raised his daughter as a sin-
gle parent. He returned to Guam after 
law school and practiced law for sev-
eral years before dedicating his time to 
completing his novel. He also joined 
the U.S. Army Reserve Components, 
first graduating from Infantry School, 
and then later, he was commissioned 
as a Judge Advocate Officer. 

2006
Me l i s s a  C a m p o s 
Avelar opened her 
own practice in Fed-
eral Way focusing 
on immigration law. 
She also serves on 
the AILA committee for consumer 
protection, giving presentations in the 
Spanish-speaking immigrant com-

ognized for her work with Quorum 
Review IRB. The honor is given by the 
PSBJ to highlight outstanding work 
by both generalists and specialists in 
public and private companies and 
nonprofit organizations of all sizes.

Anthony Howard is a Snohomish 
County District Court Commissioner. 
A lawyer in the county for more than 
ten years, he started at the Public 
Defender’s Association. In 2006, he 
transitioned to private practice. In 
the past five years, he has been called 
on to serve as a pro tem judge in the 
district and municipal courts around 
Snohomish County.

2002
Kristin Bell moved to the Bay Area 
in Calif. to work as in-house counsel 
for Gymboree Corporation. She has 
experience working specifically as a 
human resources lawyer/manage-
ment-side employment litigator.

2003
Barb Rhoads-Weaver 
is governor-elect to 
the WSBA Board of 
Governors for the 7-
West seat. Her three-
year term begins in 
September. 

2004
Stacie Bain has been 
representing injured 
bicyclists since 2007 
and recently opened her 
own law firm, Rainier 
Bike Law. Her practice 

focuses on helping bicyclists who have 
been injured by negligent drivers, 
unsafe road conditions, or defective 
products. 

Warren Baker and 
Angela Carr Baker, 
welcomed the arrival 
of their daughter, 
Evelyn. They also 

have a son, Owen. They both practice 
at Amicus Law Group. 
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CLE Strategies for 
Legal Research on 
the Web, where his 
presentation also 
addressed the ethical 
use of social media. 

2008
Magdalena Bragun 
welcomed her son, 
Alexander Lucas Bra-
gun, on Dec. 18, 2011. 
Currently on maternity 
leave, she will return to 

Lane Powell in July and will celebrate 
her fifth anniversary with the firm this 
year. She continues to focus her prac-
tice on creditors’ rights, restructuring, 
and receiverships.

Melissa Chin was named the South 
and Southwest police precincts liai-
son for the Seattle City Attorney’s 
office to provide legal services on 
issues that are of high importance 
to the these precincts. She joins 
three other city attorneys who were 
assigned to Seattle’s five police pre-
cincts to augment the City’s response 
to emerging and increasingly com-
plex neighborhood public safety and 
regulatory issues.  

Carlos Garcia and 
Elizabeth (Alvarado) 
Garcia ’06 welcomed 
their second child, 
Ciarelle Francesca 

Garcia, on March 7, 2012. The Garcias 
also have a 2-year-old son, Gael. They 
live and practice in McAllen, Texas.

Hagen Ganem joined the Washing-
ton, D.C. office of Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP.  He is 
an associate in the firm’s Mergers and 
Acquisitions Group.  Prior to joining 
the private sector, he served as a staff 
attorney with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s Division of 
Corporation Finance.

Hickory Gateless joined Pacifica Law 
Group’s Appellate and Trial Litigation 
Group as an associate. A magna cum 
laude graduate, he also earned his 

MBA at the Albers School of Busi-
ness and Economics. Prior to joining 
Pacifica Law Group, he was a judicial 
clerk for the Honorable Benjamin H. 
Settle of the U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of Washington 
and for the Honorable Charles W. 
Johnson of the Washington State 
Supreme Court. 

2009
Mike Allen joined MacDonald 
Hoague & Bayless in Seattle as an 
associate. He focuses his practice on 
business immigration law.

Larissa Chan joined Reed Longyear 
Malnati & Ahrens, PLLC as an associ-
ate in the family law group. She pre-
viously represented the Department 
of Social and Health Services as an 
Assistant Attorney General. 

Ja s p r e e t  C h ow d -
hary’s article, “Miss-
ing the Target: Stigma, 
Criminalization, and 
Sex Selection Abor-
tion bans,” was pub-

lished in DifferenTakes Journal out 
of  Hampshire College. Also, she and 
her husband welcomed their daugh-
ter, Sonal Chowdhary Nathan, on 
Sept. 17, 2011. 

King County. In 
addition to her J.D., 
she is a master’s level 
therapist with over 
20 years of experi-
ence as a child and 

family therapist. Family Law CASA 
advocates and provides a voice for 
children in court during contested 
paternity, divorce, and third-party 
custody cases. 

2010
Julie Kim was elected to a two-year 
term on the Board of Directors for 
the Washington State Coalition for 
Language Access (WASCLA). She 
was also accepted into the 2012 Com-
munity Leaders Program (CLP) with 
the Asian Pacific Islander Community 
Leadership Foundation (ACLF).

Maureen McKeeman joined the Van-
couver office of Stahancyk, Kent & 
Hook, which specializes in family law 
and estate planning. She previously 
served as a law clerk to the honorable 
Michael T. Downes at the Snohomish 
County Superior Court.  

2011
Gideon Dionne, Kyle Hulten, and 
Gavin Johnson started inVigor Law 
Group PLLC in Seattle. All business 
lawyers, they provide practical, valu-
able, and comprehensive legal services 
to businesses and entrepreneurs. 

Emily Gause joined the Law Offices 
of John Henry Browne as an associate 
attorney. The firm specializes in high-
profile, felony criminal cases.   

Ashley Lauber is the principal attor-
ney at Lauber Law Office in Seattle. 
She strives to fill the gap for indi-
viduals with moderate means who 
need legal representation but would 
not otherwise have access to it due to 
financial constraints.

Lauren Parris joined Helsell Fetter-
man as an associate attorney. Her 
practice focuses on representing 
and advising individual clients and 

small- to medium-
sized business clients 
in risk management, 
contractual matters, 
and general tort liti-
gation. Her affinity 
for business law was defined during 
law school when she was selected for 
a year-long internship in retail and 
operations at Amazon.com and was 
a summer intern with Helsell Fetter-
man, LLP. 

Leah Proepper joined Thibodeau 
Johnson and Feriancek Law Firm in 
Duluth, Minn.

Pavel Stepanov is an attorney at 
Mueller & Associates, Inc. P.S.

In Memoriam
1975

Karl Allen Giske ’75 passed 
away on Jan. 3, 2012. He stud-
ied international law and 
business at the Hague in the 
Netherlands and then joined 
his father as a real estate law-
yer and broker in Northeast 
Seattle.

1979

Bruce Horton ’79 passed away 
on Jan. 20, 2012. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree at Evergreen 
State College and attended the 
University of Puget Sound 
School of Law. During his first 
case he served as co-counsel 
defending a Washington State 
penitentiary inmate accused 
of killing a guard.  At trial, 
this inmate pulled a knife in 
the courtroom. Bruce was an 
avid outdoorsman whose hob-
bies included hunting, fishing, 
cooking, and road trips. He is 
survived by his wife, Septem-
ber, and two sons, Greg and 
Philip.

C l a s s  n o t e s

Alex Ferguson and James Pirtle ’05 
started the Pirtle Ferguson PLLC law 
firm. The firm represents plaintiffs 
in personal injury cases, includ-
ing automobile accidents, boating 
accidents, animal attacks, products 
liability, unsafe premises and wrong-
ful death. 

Michelle Fontenot is a program 
attorney at Family Law CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates) of 
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RedMass
SEATTLE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

CELEBRATES THE TRADITION OF

RED MASS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2012
SAVE THE DATE

For more information, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations at lawalumni@seattleu.edu.

CHECK OUT THE LAW SCHOOL’S 
NEW MOBILE WEBSITE
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July 10–13
11th Annual IDEA Academy 

July 11
Info Session: Civility Promise CLE 
Seminar in Tuscany, Italy

July 26
End of Bar Exam Celebration
Tacoma Convention Center

July 26 
Washington D.C. alumni reception 

August 3
CLE: Early Brain Development and 
Best-Interest Decision-Making in our 
Courts: Visitation from the Child’s 
Developmental Point of View

August 7–9 
NITA NW Depositions Workshop 

August 13–17
Mediation Workshop/CLE

September 6–7
4th Annual Domestic Violence Symposium 

October 7–15
Overseas CLE: Civility Promise 
Seminar in Tuscany, Italy

October 9
Red Mass 

October 15–19
Social Justice Week 

December 14
Baccalaureate Mass

December 15
Winter Commencement


